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PM addresses Global Investors’
Summit 2023 in Indore

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi addressed
the  Global Investors’
Summit in Indore, Madhya
Pradesh via video message
today. This summit will
showcase the diverse
investment opportunities in
Madhya Pradesh.

Addressing the gathering,
the Prime Minister extend-
ed a warm welcome to all
the investors and entrepre-
neurs and highlighted the
role of Madhya Pradesh in
building a developed India.
He said, “From faith and
spirituality to tourism, from
agriculture to education and
skill development, Madhya
Pradesh is a wonderful des-
tination”  The  Prime
Minister pointed out that
the summit is taking place
at a time when the golden
age of India's Amrit Kaal
has begun and we are all
working together to build a
developed India. “When we
talk about a developed
India, it is not just our aspi-
ration, but it is the resolve
of every Indian”, the Prime
Minister remarked as he
expressed happiness for
the confidence that every
organisation and expert in

the world are showing in
Indians. Giving examples of
trust shown by global
organisations, the Prime
Minister highlighted the
IMF which sees India as a
bright spot in the global
economy, and the World
Bank which has expressed
earlier that India is in a bet-
ter position to deal with
global headwinds than
many other countries. The
Prime Minister credited
India's strong macroeco-
nomic fundamentals and
mentioned OECD which
claimed that India will be

among the fastestgrowing
economies in the G-20
group this year. Quoting
Morgan Stanley, the Prime
Minister said that India is
moving towards becoming
the world's third-largest
economy in the next 4-5
years. He further added that
the CEO of McKinsey has
declared that not just the
present decade but the cen-
tury itself belongs to India.
“Institutions and credible
voices that track the global
economy have unprece-
dented confidence in India”,
the Prime Minister contin-

ued, “Global investors also
share the same optimism.”
The Prime Minister further
informed about a survey
conducted by a prestigious
international bank which
found that a majority of the
investors preferred India as
their investment destina-
tion. “Today, India is receiv-
ing record-breaking FDIL
Even your presence among
us reflects this sentiment”,
the Prime Minister added
He credited the strong
democracy, young demog-
raphy and political stability
of India for the strong opti-

“From faith and
spirituality to
tourism, from agri-
culture to education and
skill development, Madhya

Pradesh is a

wonderful desti-
mism that is shown

nation”

towards the nation and
highlighted India’s deci-
sions that boost ease of liv-
ing and ease of doing busi-
ness. Throwing light on the
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ cam-

noted that India has
become an attractive desti-
nation for
where the path of 'Reform,
Transform and Perform'

India since 2014. “Even

reforms”, the Prime
Minister said.

“A stable government, a
decisive government, a gov-
ernment running with the
right intentions, shows
development at an unprece-
dented pace”, the Prime
Minister remarked as he
threw light on the last eight

years where the speed.

Bharat Jodo Yatra:

Rahul struggles to win over
Panth’s sympathy

i wounds of Sikhs.
i Gandhi on Tuesday sur-
i prised everyone with his
i sudden visit to Amritsar
i when he went to Sri
{ Harmandir Sahib ( the
: : o i Golden Temple) supportin
paign, the Prime Minister i asaffron turgar)l angr})lis sig%
i nature style white tshirt.
. i Standing in a queue, he not
investment ¢ only went inside the sanc-
i tum
: Harmandir Sahib and paid
has been undertaken by i obeisance but listeneg to
during a once-in-a-centu i kirtan sitting behind the
g ™Y i Ragi’s and was also pho-

crisis, we took the path of tographed

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

¢ Punjab Congress leadership
i is upbeat over
i Gandhi’s visit to Amritsar
i ahead of the beginning of
i the Punjab leg of the Bharat
i Jodo Yatra but the same has
i given much-needed ammu-
i nition to the opposition
i political parties especially

Rahul

the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) to censure the
Congress leaders for contin-
uously rubbing the salt on
Rahul

sanctorum of Sri

The look and the timing

of Rahul Gandhi’s visit to

the Golden Temple attracted
media attention though he
was ‘ignored’ by the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak  Committee
which neither welcomed

BRIEF NEWS

Pilerne inferno generates

nJ&K's

clouds of smoke, causes An Army offcial said that
panic in North Goa iained and armed under
PANAJI : OPEN SEARCH the banner of Village

A major fire broke out in the Berger-Becker
paint manufacturing factory in the Pilerne
Industrial Estate on Tuesday afternoon, which
continued till night, generating clouds of smoke
causing panic in many parts of North Goa and
as far away as Panjim. The fire, reported at
around 2.30 pm, escalated and engulfed the
entire factory. Blasts were heard inside the fac-
tory in which a huge quantity of chemicals was
stored that generated gas. However, no casual-
ties were reported Mamu Hage, Collector,
North Goa, who rushed to the spot, said the sit-
uation was under control and there was no dan-
ger to human life. “The fire is still continuing. It
appears that even after dousing certain parts,
there is reignition of certain parts, so the fire is
continuing. But to a certain extent the fire has
been controlled. People in the 200 metre radius
around the paint factory have been evacuated.
The Health Department has been alerted and
we have mobilised all resources. We are trying
to ascertain what kind of chemicals were there.
We have asked the Health Department to ascer-
tain what gases are present in the air. Till such
time we're advising.

6th Seth Anandram Jaipuria Annua

Defence Guards (VDGs), a
new name for what were
earlier called Village
Defence Committees
(VDCs).

JAMMU : (AGENCY)

In the wake of two terrorist
acts in Dhangri village of
Rajouri district that killed
seven people and injured
nearly 15, there has been a
renewed impetus to revive
Village Defence Guards
(VDGs) and as a part of this
exercise, Indian Army Camp,
responding to the calls, start-
ed training and equipping the
VDGs in Doda district of
Jammu and Kashmir. An Army
official said that the villagers
are being trained and armed
under the banner of Village
Defence Guards (VDGs), a new
name for what were earlier

=i

called Village  Defence
Committees (VDCs). "The
Self-Defence Camps conduct-
ed across the length and
breadth of the district has
seen unprecedented partici-
pation by the VDGs in the last
two weeks since commence-
ment," said the officer. He
added that the VDGs are being
gradually equipped with SLR
weapons which will replace
the aging 303 rifles which will
further boost their prepared-
ness. A total of eight camps
have been held so far by the

i "o

-
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local Army unit, Rashtriya
Rifles, in conjunction with the
Police in Doda which saw an
attendance of around 500
VDG members," he said and
added that the Indian Army
has so far held three special
firing practice sessions for the
volunteers in Arnora firing
range in Doda. "Over 170
VDGs, drawn from different
villages of the district, took
part in the firing practice ses-
sions which was held in coor-
dination with local police," he
said. He further added that

School Leadership Conclave A Success

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The 6th Jaipuria Annual
School Leadership Conclave
was held on January 9 and
10, 2023 to strengthen the
bond between Seth
Anandram Jaipuria Group
of Educational Institutions
and its parter schools.
Conducted at Jaipuria
School of  Business,
Ghaziabad, the conclave
saw enthusiastic participa-
tion from the principals and
leadership teams of the
partner schools.

Gracing the inaugural
ceremony as the Chief
Guest was Prof. Sharad
Sinha, Head of Department,
Teacher Education, NCERT.
In her address, Prof Sinha
elaborated on the vision of
the National Education
Policy 2020 and hailed it as
a progressive document
that accords flexibility of
subjects to students and

makes learning inter-disci-
plinary. “Talent nurturing is
the need of the hour
Intelligent children require
thrust from teachers and
we should be equal to this
challenge. We have to make
sure that knowledge is
absorbed rather than
adsorbed Allround devel-
opment of learners should

be ensured. At the same
time, we should guard
against excessive use of
technology,” she said. Also
present at the inauguration
were Vinod Malhotra,
Advisor, Seth Anandram
Jaipuria Group of
Educational Institutions,
Anirban Bhattacharya, Vice
President, Partmer Schools,

Rajiv R Thakur, Director
General, Jaipuria School of
Business, and Shalini
Nambiar, Director Principal,
Seth Anandram Jaipuria
School, Ghaziabad

Vinod Malhotra
exhorted the schools to
move away from didactic,
rote learning and make
learning experiential

Anirban Bhattacharya deliv-
ered the vote of thanks and
reiterated the commitment
of Seth Anandram Jaipuria
Group of Schools to take
quality education to far-
flung areas of the country
by having 50 partner
schools by 2025.

The two-day conclave
saw sessions on the themes
of  school leadership,
teacher professional devel-
opment, and technology
integration etc. by domain
experts. Seth Anandram
Jaipuria Group Of Schools
presently has the strength
of 3 core and 14 partner
schools with presence in
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
and Madhya Pradesh. The
Jaipuria brand provides to
all partner schools many
pre-launch and postlaunch
support, including architec-
tural support, academic
support, marketing and IT
support and auditing.

him nor provided security

¢ for its task force. Political

pundits are of the view that

Army train, equip VDGs with SLR weapons
at special camps i

ﬁl.-"-'."_".‘_':"lw g

Doda

weapon handlers and shoot-
ing experts of the Army
demonstrated proper use of
weapons to VDGs who later
practised firing.

“We thank the Indian
Army and the JKP for training
us and giving us the facilities
of a better firing range,” a VDG
member training in the Gei
camp said, “We are ready to
work in coordination with the
security forces to counter ter-
rorists.” The Village Defence
Guards comprise local village
volunteers and were first
active in the 1990s in several
districts including Doda, play-
ing a significant role in self
defence of the villages, and
assisting forces in counter-
terrorism operations and
maintaining vigil in respective
villages. They remained inac-
tive for several years there-
after but were reactivated two
years back, in 2020, to render
help in a variety of internal
security duties in the region,
keeping.

Congress leadership is out
on roads not to ‘unite’ India
but to further their own
political interest and to pre-
vent the grand old party
from sinking which has
already been deserted by

various prominent
Congress leaders in Punjab.

To name a few promi-
nent erstwhile Congress
leaders from Punjab who
joined other political par-
ties are former Chief
Minister Captain Amarinder
Singh, former Punjab
Pradesh Congress
Committee president Sunil
Jakhar, former ministers
Raj Kumar Verka , Balbir
Singh Sidhu, Gurpreet Singh
Kangar, Amritsar Mayor
Karamjit Singh Rintu, etc. As
expected, the SAD fumed
over Rahul Gandhi’s visit to
the Golden Temple.
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, wife
of party president Sukhbir

union  minister  even
quipped at the Congress
leaders for welcoming

Rahul Gandhi alleging that
the Gandhi family had
betrayed the Sikhs and
Punjab and the Gandhi fam-
ily never apologized even.
Rahul Gandhi’s visit to
Golden Temple may have
given an opportunity to the
Congress party to momen-
tarily bask in the applause
of a section of the Sikh com-
munity but the opposition
Sikh leadership especially
Akali’s and BJP are of the
view that the wounds
allegedly inflicted by the
Congress leadership in past
wouldn't be healed with
such gestures. Questions
are also being asked as to
why the Congress think
tanks and strategists. didn’t
include Amritsar in Rahul
Gandhi-led.

JCO among 3 soldiers dead
after fall into Kashmir gorge

SRINAGAR : (AGENCY)

Three soldiers including a
Junior Commissioned
Officer were Kkilled after
they slipped into a deep
gorge near Line of Control
in Machil sector of
Kupwara district in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Army said on
Wednesday. They said
the incident took place
last evening in a for-
ward area during a
regular operational
task. "A routine opera-
tional task was undertaken
on January 10, at about
5:30 pm in the Sector;, along
a narrow winter track.
While moving towards the
forward post, snow along
the narrow track broke,
leading to slipping of one
JCO and two Jawaans into a
deep gorge," a statement
issued by the Army said
Immediately a search and
rescue operation was
launched with troops from
the nearest post. "Inspite of

adverse weather condition
and rough terrain, sus-
tained efforts of the search
party led to the recovery of
mortal remains of the three
brave soldiers today morn-
ing between 4:15 to 4:45
[

am," the statement added.
The three slain have been
identified Naib Subedar

Parshotam Kumar, 43,
Havaldar Amrik Singh, 39
and Amit Sharma, 23.
Kumar a resident of village
Majua Uttami, Bishnah
Jammu in J&K had joined
Army in 1996. He is sur-
vived by his wife and two
children. Hav Singh had
joined Army in 2001. He
belonged to  Village
Mandwara.

] Goa delegation heads to Delhi to

dam public discontent on Mhadei

PANAJI : OPEN SEARCH

Taken aback by a massive
public protest and the pos-
sibility of public discontent
on the Mhadei sell-out to
Karnataka, a Goa’s delega-
tion is heading to Delhi for
damage control The Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant
led delegation will call on
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in New Delhi on
Wednesday seeking his
immediate intervention to
withdraw the permission
granted by the Central
Water Commission (CWC)
to the detailed project
report (DPR) submitted by
Karnataka for Kalasa-
Bandura project.

The delegation will
include Union Minister for
State for Tourism Shripad
Naik, Member of
Parliament Vinay
Tendulkar, WRD Minister
Subhash Shirodkar, and
Environment Minister
Nilesh Cabral The meeting

is scheduled for Wednesday

evening. Meanwhile, the
Goa government has decid-
ed to file an appeal before
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the CWC approval
to Karnataka. The State has
already issued a show cause
notice to the Karnataka gov-
ernment for violation of the
Wildlife Protection Act
through the proposed
drinking water project,
which will lead to diversion
or stoppage of water flow
from the Kalasa tributary to
Mhadei Wildlife Sanctuary.
Talking to reporters after

the

meeting, Advocate
General Devidas Pangam
said that the Goa govern-
ment will file an application
before the Supreme Court

challenging the DPR
approval  granted to
Karnataka’s Kalasa-

Bandura project. He said
that the application would
be filed as a part of the
ongoing case before the
Supreme Court in which
Goa, Karnataka, and
Maharashtra have chal-
lenged the award given by
Inter-State Mhadei Water
Dispute Tribunal
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Briefs News

Baby Elephant Without Trunk
Spotted In Kerala Forest

KERALA: (AGENCY)

An elephant calf, without trunk, was spotted by local peo-
ple in Athirapally forest range in Thrissur Kerala district.
They came across the baby elephant, moving around
with a jumbo herd, in an estate of the state-run plantation
corporation and captured its visuals on Tuesday.

But, the forest officials here said they are yet to
locate the calf and a
search is going on to
spot it. A senior offi-
cial said as per the
information provid-
ed by the local people,
it was found in the
Ezhattumugham area
within the

: Athirappally range.
"We are searching for it..As of now, we have only infor-
mation provided by the local people,” Nithin, forest range
officer; Athirappally. When asked whether the absence
of the trunk could be a genetic disorder or due to the
attack of other animals, the officer said the more likely
possibility was because of the attack by animals like
tigers. "Tigers usually attack elephant calves. There are
chances of suffering injuries in its trunk during such
attacks," he added. The video of the trunkless baby jumbo
playing with its mother went viral on social media.

Amid Row, Tamil Nadu
Assembly Thanks Governor
For Speech, But With "Agony”

CHENNAL: (AGENCY)

Tamil Nadu MLA Thiru. N. Eramakrishnan on
Wednesday moved a '"Motion of Thanks' on Governor R
N Ravi's address, with a mention of the word 'agony’
over his action on January 9. "..That this House records
its agony for the act of Hon. Govenor by omitting and
including some portions in the Governor's Address
which was sent by the Tamil Nadu Government,
approved by the Hon. Governor and circulated in the
Assembly: That the Members of the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly are grateful to the Hon. Governor
for the Address, recorded in the House on the 9th
January, 2023," the motion of thanks read. On
Wednesday, January 9, the Governor sparked a contro-
versy with his statement that the name '"Thamizhagam'
would be more appropriate for the state. Governor Ravi's
remark during his customary address at the opening ses-
sion of the House on Monday;, triggered an uproar, espe-
cially from the Treasury benches. Legislators of the rul-
ing DMK and its allies, the Congress and the VCK, started
raising slogans against the Governor and staged a walk-
out. However, DMK president and Chief Minister MK
Stalin on Tuesday requested his MLAs not to pass any
distasteful comments on the Governor, sources said
Sources further informed that Stalin also asked the MLAs
not to put up any posters against the Governor.

Sanjay Raut's Jibe After Probe
Agency Raids On Sharad

Pawar's Party Leader
MUMBAL: (AGENCY)

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay Raut today dubbed "pres-
sure politics" the Enforcement Directorate's action
against former Maharashtra minister and NCP MLA,
Hasan Mushrif. The Central agency conducted searches
at multiple premises in Maharashtra as part of a money
laundering investigation against Mushrif and others. The
raids are understood to be linked to a probe related to
alleged irregularities in the operations of some sugar
mills based in the state that are linked to Mushrif, offi-
77 cials said. "This action is
pressure politics but
Mushrif will come out
of this phase," Mr Raut
told reporters. He said
Mushrifis a leader from
the Opposition who is
putting up a fight which
is agamst a particular
= ideology. "Be it me, Anil
Deshmukh or Nawab Malik (who all were arrested by
ED in separate cases)..some BJP leaders had talked
about putting Hasan Mushrif behind bars. Such language
was used against Bhavana Gawli (MP), Yeshwant Jadhav
(both members of the Eknath Shinde faction of Shiv
Sena) and many important leaders who are part of the
government now. "But they get relief and those in
Opposition are facing pressure politics,” Mr Raut said,
adding Mushrif is a fighter and the entire Opposition is
with him. The Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray)
faction is part of the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) which
also comprises the NCP and Congress.

Great Scope For Indore's
Namkeen": NRI Businessmen
After PM's High Praise

INDORE : (AGENCY)

The mega meet for NRIs at Madhya Pradesh has raised
hopes of Indore's local munchies finding a booming mar-
ket in Gulf countries and Kenya. A day after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi tagged Indore "Swaad ki
Rajdhani (Taste Capital), a 48-member group of NRIs
visited a snacks factory on the city's outskirts and
assured that they will explore ways to push Indori
Namkeen in Gulf markets.

The visit came a day after the Prime Minister, while
inaugurating the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in Indore,
urged the visiting guests to enjoy Indore's local cuisine
and visit the popular food streets Chhappan Dukan and
Sarafa Bazar. "Indore has established a distinct identity in
the country in the field of cleanliness. But in terms of
food, Apan ka Indore' is amazing not only in the country
but in the whole world. Indori namkeen tastes 'gazab’
(amazing)," the Prime Minister said The delegation that
visited the factory of 420 Namkeen near Indore today
comprised businessmen currently based out of Gulf
countries and Kenya, many with roots in Kerala. They
closely observed the processing of papad, namkeen,
snack mixtures, sweets, bakery products.

CHENNAI: (AGENCY)

Tamil Nadu Governor RN
Ravi was today blamed in
the state assembly for "cre-
ating an extraordinary situ-
ation" when he went off-
script while reading out the
speech traditionally pre-
pared by the state govern-
ment. On Monday, the
Governor walked out of the
assembly in an unprece-
dented show of protest
after Chief Minister MK
Stalin moved a resolution
asking the Speaker to take
on record only parts of his
speech that were approved
by the state government.
Speaker M Appavu
today justified allowing the
Chief Minister to move the
resolution. "The Governor
created an extraordinary
situation in the assembly.
Chief Minister Stalin's bold
resolution has established
the Governor's role across

India," Mr Appavu said as

members of the opposition
AIADMK protested against
what they called Mr Stalin's
overreach.

"The Chief Minister has
not violated any provision.
The Governor's act would
have brought shame to the
assembly, had the Chief
Minister not moved the res-

Congress Does An AAP
In Karnataka With Free
Electricity Promise

BENGALURU: (AGENCY)

The Congress has promised
free electricity for upto 200
units in Karnataka -- a
promise that has so far
been made by Arvind
Kejriwal's Aam Aadmi Party
in states they have contest-
ed and are ruling. This is
the first of the five big
promises the party plans to
make, which will form the
foundation for their cam-
paign for the state elections
that are due next year. So
far, the party has made
other promises that include
jobs, funds for irrigation,
land and free housing for
the Scheduled Castes and
Tribes community.

Sources said Congress
General Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra will visit
Karnataka on January 16 to
unveil the second big pre-
election promise of the
party. These will be

women-centric, sources
said. The party has also
launched a statewide bus
tour called 'Praja Dhwani
Yatre' -- led jointly by its
state unit chief D K
Shivakumar and Leader of
Opposmon in the Assembly

Slddaramalah The tour
began at "Veer Soudha," a
memorial where Mahatma
Gandhi had presided over
the Congress session in
1924 -- after paying trib-
utes to the father of the
nation. The Congress lost
power in Karnataka in 2020
as its government led by ally
HD Kumaraswamy crashed
following an exodus.

olution,” he said The
Speaker said without Mr
Stalin's intervention, there
would have been "bad
press". "The Governor was
given due protocol and hon-
our. The Governor's address
is a policy statement of the
government. The Governor
can't add or delete the

approved speech” Mr
Appavu argued.

The AIADMK said Mr
Stalin had not sought per-
mission before moving the
resolution and that the
Speaker could not accept a
resolution that calls for tak-
ing parts of a Governor's
speech off record. "Chief

STATE

Governor's Act Would Have Brought
Shame": Spekr Backs MK Stalin's Move

Minister Stalin did seek my
permission and appealed to
me to adopt the resolution.
The Speaker has all rights to
decide according to the situ-
ation,” Mr Appavu replied
Governor Ravi walked out,
without evening waiting for
the national anthem, when
the assembly adopted the
Chief Minister's resolution
to record only the original
speech prepared by the
state government. The
Governor had skipped parts
of the speech that had refer-
ences to  secularism,
describing Tamil Nadu as a
haven of peace, and men-
tion of leaders like Periyar,
BR Ambedkar, K Kamaraj,
CN Annadurai, and
Karunanidhi. Mr Ravi's act
marked an escalation in his
standoff with the DMK-led
government on a range of
issues. The latest flashpoint
is the Governor's controver-
sial remark that
'"Thamizhagam' would be "a

more appropriate name"
for Tamil Nadu. The ruling
DMK has accused Mr Ravi
of pushing the BJP-RSS
agenda with this comment.
Ruling MLAs shouted "Quit
Tamil Nadu" slogans in the
assembly against Mr Ravi
and hashtag #GetOutRavi
has trended on Twitter. At
an event last week,
Governor Ravi had said:
"Whatever applies to the
entire country, Tamil Nadu
says no. It has become a
habit. Truth must prevail
Thamizhagam is a more
appropriate word. The rest
of the country suffered a lot
of devastation at the hands
of foreigners for a long
time." Tamil Nadu means
"the nation of Tamils" while
Thamizhagam means the
"home of the Tamil people".
The word "Nadu" means
"land" in Tamil and could be
seen by many to depict an
autonomous region in
India.

Exclusive Joshimath Pics: Badminton
Court Caves, Walls Collapse

JOSHIMATH : (AGENCY)

The "sinking town" of
Joshimath in Uttarakhand is
on the brink of disaster
with cracks in hundreds of
buildings. The scale of dam-
age is most visible at the
Jaypee power plant, cur-
rently the most dangerous
building in town. Because of
the extent of destruction at
the residential complex of
Jaypee, people have been
banned from entering the
campus.

At the badminton
court, the cracks in the
walls are so wide that a
human hand can slip in, an
team found. The floors are
sagging, and the windows
are askew in the complex.

The doors are barely
hanging off hinges and
parts of the roof are crum-
bling. Some of the rooms
are barely standing. A light
nudge can bring the wall

crashing down. In the toilet,
the floor has caved.

The entire complex has
been declared a "red zone"
- which indicates most dan-
gerous - and it is widely
believed by locals as well as
experts that the residential
building could collapse any
minute.

Residents say for the
past few days, ground
water has been gushing
beneath the surface at a

State Shiv Sena Unit To Join Rahul Gandhi's
Bharat ]odo Yalra In Jammu

JAMMU: (AGENCY)

Extending support to the
Rahul Gandhi-led Bharat
Jodo Yatra which is sched-
uled to enter Jammu and
Kashmir next week, Shiv
Sena leader Manish Sahni
on Wednesday said they
will join the march in
Jammu. Mr Sahni, president
of the J-K unit of Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray), praised Mr
Gandhi for the initiative and
appealed to people to join
the march in huge numbers
to give a "befitting reply to
those who do politics of
hatred and religion". "We
will welcome and join the
Bharat Jodo Yatra on its
arrival in the city of temples
as per the instructions of
party's national secretary
and MP Anil Desai. In this
era of despair and hatred,

the Yatra which is carrying
the message of brother-
hood is most needed in the
country, especially in
Jammu and Kashmir," he
told reporters here. He
charged that religion and
casteism are being resorted
to divert public attention
from various important
issues like unemployment,
inflation and economic dis-
tress. "Jammu and Kashmir,

the crown of the country, is
suffering after it was bifur-
cated into two union terri-
tories (in August 2019) and
its special status under
Article 370 taken away," he
said, adding people have
been waiting for restoration
of the democratic process
over the past three years.
He also added that terrorist
attacks on minorities have
witnessed a spurt over the

past couple of years. The
Yatra, which started from
Kanyakumari in Tamil
Nadu on September 7, will
conclude in Srinagar by
January 30, with Gandhi
hoisting the national flag in
the summer capital of
Jammu and Kashmir. The
march has so far covered
Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana.

high speed, and it is this
water that has weakened
the walls and floors. Cracks
in buildings are oozing this
brown muddy water.
Across the temple
town, which is the gateway
to popular pilgrimage sites
like Badrinath, massive
cracks have appeared in
buildings and roads after
years of unplanned infra-
structure building, includ-
ing hydropower projects.

Many have fled their
homes and around 600
houses and hotels are sink-
ing in the town of around
20,000 people. Thousands
of residents are being evac-
uated to safety. The state
government will demolish
the most damaged build-
ings in the next few days.

The town also hosts a
major Indian army base
and a strategic road to the
disputed border with China
that has also reportedly
developed wide cracks.

The region is prone to
earthquakes and has seen
disasters in recent years
blamed on melting glaciers
and incessant construction
and drilling in the moun-
tains.

In 2021, at least 200
people were Kkilled in flash
floods in Joshimath and
surrounding areas in a dis-
aster partly blamed on
excessive development.

Court Rescinds Ban, Allows
Johnson & Johnson To
Make, Sell Baby Powder

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

The Bombay High Court on
Wednesday permitted
Johnson & Johnson to man-
ufacture, sell and distribute
its baby powder and
quashed three orders of the
Maharashtra government
revoking the company's
license and asking it to
stop the product manu-
facture and sale, terming
them as "stringent, unrea-
sonable and unfair”.

A division bench of
Justices Gautam Patel and
S G Dige also came down
heavily on the state Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA) for its delay in carry-
ing out tests on a sample of
the company's baby pow-
der seized in December
2018. The bench noted that
while maintaining standards
of quality and safety are of

utmost importance for cos-
metic products, at the same
time it does not seem rea-
sonable to shut down the
whole manufacturing

process when there is a
slight deviation in one of
the products. Such an

approach would result in
considerable amount of
"commercial chaos and
wastefulness”, it said The
orders of suspension and
revoking of license were
passed based on the report
of a lab which found the
powder contained higher
pH level than prescribed.

Officials Persuade Joshimath Locals For
Demolition Amld Growmg Protests

Hotels 'Malari Inn' and
'Mount View' are lean-
ing towards each other
dangerously, posing a
threat to the human
settlements around the
structures.

DEHRADUN : (AGENCY)

Renewed efforts were made
by the administration on
Wednesday to persuade
hoteliers and locals refusing
to allow the demolition of
two precariously standing
hotels in subsidence-hit
Joshimath in Uttarakhand.
A fresh round of talks
was held between Secretary
to the Chief Minister,

Meenakshi Sundaram and
the protesters who have
been demanding compen-
sation on the lines of
Badrinath before the demo-
lition exercise is undertak-
en.

Hotels 'Malari Inn' and
'Mount View' are leaning
towards each other danger-
ously, posing a threat to the
human settltments around
the structures. The
Uttarakhand government
had directed the razing of
unstable structures on
Monday, starting with these
two buildings.

Talking to reporters,
the senior official clarified
that only two hotels in

Joshimath have to be dis-
mantled and not the houses
demarcated as unfit for liv-
ing. "l want to clarify one
thing. Only two hotels are to
be dismantled. Demolition,
though being used widely, is
not the precise word in this

context. Houses in the dan-
ger zone are not going to be
demolished. The red cross
marks put on them is only
to have them vacated,' Mr
Sundaram, who is also the
nodal officer for the land
subsidence-hit town, said.

He, however, did not
give a definite timeline on
the beginning of the demo-
lition exercise, but said his
interaction  with  the
protesting locals was posi-
tive and the matter will be
resolved soon.

The chief secretary also
announced that ? 1.5 lakh is
being given as interim
assistance to the affected
families. Out of this amount,
? 50,000 is being provided
in advance for house shift-
ing and ? 1 lakh for disaster
relief which will be adjust-
ed later, he said. Those who
want to shift to a rented
accommodation will be
given ? 4,000 per month for

six months, he said. Earlier,
Mr Sundaram held a meet-
ing with the stakeholders
and the locals and assured
them that adequate com-
pensation according to
market rates will be given.
"The market rate will be
decided after taking sugges-
tions of the stakeholders in
the public interest. The
interests of the local people
will be taken care of" he
said.

Meanwhile, the clam-
our for compensation grew
as agitated locals continued
to sit on dharnas and
refused to allow the author-
ities to go ahead with the
demolition.
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Kejriwal Government to construct 4.8kms elevated = Briefs News
corridor to make Najatgarh traffic-jam free

Construction of
Najafgarh Elevated
Corridor will reduce
the heavy traffic jams
on the Najafgarh-
Phirni road and com-
muters will be able to
save their travel time-
Dy CM Manish Sisodia

Delhi Government is
working on a war foot-
ing to make the nation-
al capital traffic-jam
free- Dy CM Manish
Sisodia

With the construction
of the Najafgarh
Elevated Corridor, vehi-
cles plying between
Delhi and Haryana will
not have to enter
Najafgarh; lakhs of
commuters will be
benefited everyday-Dy
CM Manish Sisodia

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Delhi Government
under the leadership of CM
Shri Arvind Kejriwal will
construct an elevated corri-
dor in Najafgarh to make
the area traffic-jam free and
provide a smooth commut-
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Dy CM Manish Sisodia approves first phase of the project

ing experience to the people
of Delhi. In view of the
same, Deputy Chief Minister
Shri Manish Sisodia and
Transport Minister Shri
Kailash Gahlot who is also
the MLA of Najafgargh held
a high-level meeting with
the senior officials of PWD
on Wednesday. During the
meeting, the Deputy Chief
Minister gave approval to
the first phase of the afore-

Air India urination case:
Mishra’s father sent WhatsApp
text, says complainant

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The victim, who also is the
complainant in the Air India
urination case, alleged
before a Delhi court on
Wednesday that the father
of the accused Shankar
Mishra sent her a
WhatsApp message and
later deleted it. The allega-
tion was made while the
court reserved its orders on
the bail application moved
by Mishra. Mishra, who is
accused of urinating on a
fellow passenger on an Air
India flight, was later sent
to 14-day judicial custody
by the Delhi Patiala House
court on Saturday.
Advocate Manu
Sharma appearing for
Mishra, submitted before
the court that his client
should be granted bail
claiming a lapse in the
arrest procedure followed
by the police. He claimed
that non-bailable warrants
were issued against Mishra
without any summons or
bailable warrants. Sharma
also highlighted that sec-
tion 354 of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) cannot be made
out against his client as lust
is not the driving intent
behind the act. “The com-

plainant’s case does not put
him as a lustful man’,
Sharma submitted while
reading a copy of the com-
plaint before the court.
Sharma also pointed out
that his client is not a ‘flight
risk’ and is willing to coop-
erate with the investigation
citing that he was present
on January 4 before the
‘Internal Complaint
Committee’ formed by Air
India to look into the matter.
Advocate Mahindro appear-
ing for the complainant,
however, opposed the bail
application stating that
Mishra is an influential per-
son and can pressurise the
complainant if released on
bail He also pointed out
that Mishra’s father sent
the complainant a
WhatsApp message on the
day Mishra was arrested,
but later deleted it. Mishra’s
advocate, however,
opposed the accusation
stating, the allegations were
“completely baseless”. He
said, “This is not his
(Mishra’s) father’s number”
Meanwhile, the investigat-
ing officer in the case,
responding to Metropolitan
Magistrate Komal Garg
when asked about the
investigation.

mentioned project. The
upcoming Najafgarh
Elevated Corridor spread
over 4.8 kilometres will
benefit lakhs of people
every day. After the con-
struction of the elevated
corridor, vehicles plying on
Najafgarh-Phirni ~ Road,
Kapashera Road, Dhansa
Road, Bahadurgarh Road
and Nangloi Road will be
able to use this elevated

road and commuters will
get relief from long traffic
jams. While providing the
details about the Najafgarh
Elevated Corridor, the
Deputy Chief Minister said,
“The Delhi Government
under the leadership of CM
Shri Arvind Kejriwal is
working round the clock to
decongest the roads of the
capital from traffic jams.
The Najafgarh-Phirni Road

which is one of the main
routes followed by people
commuting between Delhi
and Haryana gets heavily
jammed during peak hours.
But after this new elevated
corridor is completed com-
muters will not have to
enter Najafgarh to cross the
city. They can use the elevat-
ed corridor and save their
travel time” Shri Manish
Sisodia added that the proj-
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ect will benefit lakhs of
commuters everyday and
decongest the roads in
Najafgarh. Those travelling
between Najafgarh to
Kapashera Road, Dhansa
Road, Bahadurgarh Road
and Nangloi Road will be
able to take the direct route
instead of entering the
Najafgarh area. Apart from
this people from more than
200 colonies in surrounding
areas including Prem Nagar,
New Gopal Nagar, Gopal
Nagar Extension,
Dharampura, New
Roshanpura and Lokesh
Park will get relief from
traffic jams with this elevat-
ed corridor. Adding more
details about the project
Delhi’s Transport Minister
and MLA of Najafgarh, Shri
Kailash Gahlot said, “The
project will be a boon for
everyone commuting
through  Najafgarh to
Bahadurgarh or Jhajjar or
other parts of adjoining
states. This 4.8 km of the
radial elevated corridor will
be another landmark road
stretch that will help in
decongesting Najafgarh city.
In addition, it will help
reduce the commuting.

[IPPT Foundation organised the XVIith
Sorbon lnternahonal Convocahon

Raju Bohra.open search

GURUGRAM: The IIPPT
Foundation organised the
XVIith Sorbon
International Convocation
on Jan 8, 2023 at the hotel
Leela Ambience Gurugram.
22 high profiled profes-
sionals were awarded
Honorary Doctorate/
D.Litt,, degrees by Dr. John
Thomas Parade, President
ESRDS for extraordinary
contribution in their
respective  fields. Dr
Sandeep Marwah
Chancellor  of  Asian
Academy of Film &
Television, Dr. R K Dubey
former CMD Canara Bank
and Dr. Nirmal Bansal a
Corporate Leader and
Financial Services Expert
were decorated with the
D.Litt., Well known
Bollywood Actor and Social
Activist Dr Sonu Sood, Dr
Shailendra Srivastava well
known theatre, TV and
Bollywood Actor and few
others were conferred
upon Honorary Doctorates
in the presence of Special
Guests of Honour namely
Dr. Thomas Prade
President Ecole Superiuere

Robert de Sorbon France,
Dr Vivek Choudhry, Vice
President, ESRDS and
Chairman IIPPT

Foundation, Hon.
Padmabhushan (Dr) Ram
Vaniji ~ Sutarji, Hon.Dr.

Sandeep Marwah, Hon.Dr.

Social Welfare Minister Raaj Kumar Anand inspects District
Office and Sanskar Ashram located in Dilshad Garden

Kejriwal government to prowde world-class facilities in hostels for boys and girls built in Sanskar Ashram

CM Arvind Kejriwal has
directed us to ensure
best in class facilities
for the people of Delhi -
Raaj Kumar Anand

By making an open
gym and sports area,
students will be able to
take advantage of gym
and sports in the hostel
itself - Raaj Kumar
Anand

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Social Welfare Minister Shri
Raaj Kumar Anand on
Tuesday inspected the hos-
tel built for the students at
the District Office and
Sanskar Ashram located in
Dilshad Garden. During the
inspection of the district
office, he also interacted
with some people here.
Beneficiaries told that there
has been a lot of improve-
ment here as compared to
earlier. Due to the online
facility, there is no need to
stand in long queues. Due to
decentralisation, people are
getting a Ilot of conven-
iences. The  minister
inquired from the people
present there what kind of
reforms they want in the
Social Welfare Department.
Along with this, he directed

the officers there to redress
the pending cases soon. The
minister, while inspecting
the hostel for boys and girls
in Sanskar  Ashram,
instructed to make an open
gym and spots area there.
Along with this, Shri Anand,
during the inspection of the
Apparel Training and
Design Center (ATDC) and
Employment-free Hi-Tech
Center, gave instructions for
such talented children of SC
/ ST, OBC and minorities to
play in the Skills Center

Delhi. Social Welfare
Minister Shri Raaj Kumar
Anand  inspected the

District Office and Sanskar
Ashram at Dilshad Garden

on Tuesday. When the
Minister spoke to the peo-
ple in the Social Welfare
District Office, the people
said that due to the online
facility, now they do not
have to stand in long
queues. Due to decentralisa-
tion, people are getting a lot
of relief.

He also got information
from the officials about the
work there. He said that
daily pending cases related
to pensions are being
resolved by meeting the
beneficiaries. The officials
said that the pension for
December has been issued
to the disabled and the eld-
erly. Those whose Aadhaar

numbers have not been
registered with NCPE are
being contacted through
both phone and letter. Open
gym and sports area will be

made for students in
Sanskar Ashram

On the other hand,
Social Welfare Minister Shri
Raaj Kumar Anand along
with the officials of the
department and PWD
reviewed the facilities avail-
able in the hostel for boys
and girls of Sanskar
Ashram. In which the offi-
cials said that arrange-
ments have been made for
the accommodation of 100
boys and 60 girls in the hos-
tel It was also informed that

the admission process of
the students has been start-
ed. Hostels will be provided
to the applicants soon. The
minister also directed the
PWD officials to make an
open gym and sports area
along with making proper
arrangements in the hostel
So that students can take
advantage of the gym and
sports in the hostel itself.

Best designing training
being given to girls at
Apparel Training and
Design Center (ATDC) Shri
Raaj Kumar Anand also
inspected the Apparel
Training and Design Center
(ATDC) located at Sanskar
Ashram. Where girls are
trained to design clothes. He
saw the clothes designed by
the girls. Also got informa-
tion about how it is
designed by machines.
Employment free hi-tech
centre also reviewed The
minister also inspected the
employmentfree high-tech
centre located at Sanskar
Ashram. There he got infor-
mation about employment
training being given to SC-
ST, OBC and minority chil-
dren there. The HOD of the
centre said that 12 months
of training is given by the
government for employ-
ment.

Sonu Sood, Hon.Sh Ashok
Talwar ji

Beaming with joy on
the occasion, Dr. Vivek
Choudhry, Chairman,
[IPPT Foundation, the
French University’'s VP &
India & UAE Head said,
“The Ecole Supérieure
Robert de Sorbon doctor-
ate is a recognition of the
decades of experience
which is called Validation
against Experience (VAE)
gathered by these profes-
sionals and their contribu-
tion to society. This year
witnessed participation by
professionals from differ-
ent parts of India, Dubai,
UK, Saudi Arabia and New
Zealand, making it a truly
global event"

This year among the
recipients were many emi-
nent personalities from
various field like IITians,
Financial professionals,
Corporate leaders, HR lead-
ers, Social Activist, Mental
Wellness and Health spe-
cialist, Defence and Civil
Aviation, Logistics experts,
Film Actors etc., On this
Occassion prestigious
“Bharat Samman” award
was also given to select few.
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Delhi auto, taxi fares
raised 11 per km for
autos and 20 for AC taxis

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Auto-rickshaw and taxi (black and yellow top) fares in
Delhi have been increased per a January 9 notification
issued by the national capital's Transport Department.
According to the notification auto-rickshaw fare for the
first 1.5 km has been increased from ?25 to 730, with per
km fare thereafter increased from ?79.5 to ?11. Night
charges - trips between 11 pm and 5 am - will be an extra
25 per cent of fare. Waiting charges will be 75 paise for
every minute in traffic. Luggage - not including 'shop-

ping bag' or 'small
suitcase' - will be
710 per piece. Taxi §
fares have been [
increased from 725
to 740 for the first
kilometre, with per
km rates for AC
taxis revised from

716 to 720 and for non-AC taxis from ?14 to ?17. For taxis
(AC and non-AC) night charges are the same as auto-
rickshaws, with waiting charges set at ?1 per minute and
luggage charges (with same exceptions) at 715 per piece.
The last revision to auto fares was in 2020, while fares
for taxis (black-and-yellow, economy and premium) was

in 2013.

In October Delhi transport minister Kailash Gahlot
said, "Increased cost of CNG led autos and taxis to drive
fewer kilometres, which impacted supply. Revised fares
will help them support families and provide conven-
ience to passengers." There are around 93,00 autos and
80,000 taxis in Delhi. This excludes cab aggregators like
Ola and Uber, which do not come under the city scheme.
They are, therefore, not bound to follow these fares. In
April, Uber hiked fares in the national capital by 12 per
cent, citing fuel prices and drivers' demands.

Plush pvt buses on anvil to
boost public transit in Delhi

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Delhi government will soon introduce premium pri-
vate buses in the national capital region and on intercity
routes, seats on which could be booked through an app,
with the Delhi Transport Corporation giving an in-prin-
ciple approval to the move in its latest board meeting,
officials said The transport corporation’s board on
Monday decided to rope in private firms to provide elec-
tric and CNG bus services to meet high commuter
demand in the satellite cities of Noida, Gurugram,
Faridabad and Ghaziabad, they said, requesting
anonymity. A special mobile app will be developed to
access the services and fares will be dynamic, based on
demand, a transport department official said. The move
is aimed at reducing the use of private vehicles as the
proposed mass transit system would reduce vehicular
pollution and ease congestion on the capital’s roads.
Initial plans suggest that the buses will have designated
origin and destination points. Passengers will be able to
book seats through an app and be picked up at a speci-
fied time from the nearest bus stop. The plan for premi-
um services also wants to include long-distance intercity
routes from Delhi that would include cities like Meerut,
Sonipat, Amritsar, Shimla, Jaipur and Dehradun, among
others. This is not the first time that the Delhi govern-
ment has proposed such a scheme. It had first approved
a proposal for a premium bus service in May 2016,
which was rejected by the then lieutenant governor
Najeeb Jung. Between 2000 and 2012, Delhi used to
have Whiteline buses that provided connectivity
between fixed points in the city, as well as between Delhi
and Noida. They were private buses that ran under the
government mandate. They had a fixed route and were
hugely popular among office commuters and those trav-
elling between Delhi and Noida. “Whiteline buses oper-
ated mostly within Delhi, and some of them also went to

different places in Noida.

CM Arvind Kejriwal's vision of 24x7
water supply to get fulfilled soon

Delhi Government to take up bumper overhaul of water & sewerage infrastructure

Delhi to soon get best
in-class water & sewer-
age systems; Dy CM
Manish Sisodia
approves several proj-
ects in Delhi Jal Board's
164th Board Meeting

One-time settlement
scheme will be brought
by DJB in one week to
resolve all issues relat-
ed to inflated water
bills- Dy CM Manish
Sisodia

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Chief Minister Shri Arvind
Kejriwal's vision of 24x7
water supply in Delhi will
be fulfilled very soon. The
Delhi Government is plan-
ning to take up a bumper
overhaul of water & sewer-
age infrastructure. In order
to ensure a strong 24*7
water supply infrastructure
and the sewerage system
all over the national capital,
especially in unauthorised
colonies, various projects
were approved in the 164th
board meeting of the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) held on
Wednesday. The meeting
was chaired by Deputy
Chief Minister Shri Manish
Sisodia who gave approval
to various projects. This
included approval of a one-

time settlement scheme for
resolving the matter of the
inflated water bills, estab-
lishment of 10 under-
ground water reservoirs

across the capital to
enhance water supply, lay-
ing of new 300 kms water
pipeline and 280 kms sew-
erage pipeline to connect
unauthorised colonies to
the network along with var-
ious other projects. While
addressing the press con-
ference, Shri  Manish
Sisodia said, “Many impor-
tant projects to strengthen
the water supply and sew-
erage network in the
national capital were
approved in a meeting held
with the officials of DJB
today. These projects will
help us move a step for-
ward in ensuring the 24*7
water supply to residents of
Delhi and connect maxi-
mum unauthorized

colonies to a better water
and sewerage network.”
One time  settlement
scheme in one week to
resolve all issues related to
inflated water bills The
Deputy Chief Minister fur-
ther added that the govern-
ment has been receiving
complaints from residents,
MLAs and other sources
regarding inflated water
bills. To resolve the matter
it has been decided that
within a week’s time, Delhi
Jal Board will come up with
a one-time settlement
scheme for people who are
facing issues with their
water bills, which will be
then implemented by the
government. Shri Manish
Sisodia said, “People have
reported various other
issues such as irregular
water reading by metre
readers, non-functional
water metres.
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EDITORIAL

Blood and gore on TV

The government's advisory to TV channels against broad-

casting ‘disturbing and distressing footage’ must lead to sin- !
cere introspection and debate in TV newsrooms and :

among editorial boards across the country. In the advisory,
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has said that

TV channels are telecasting disturbing visuals with no edi- :
torial discretion, and has cited recent cases in which the

race for Television Rating Points (TRPs) trumped prudence
and good taste. The advisory referred to the video footage

of cricketer Rishabh Pant, who was hurt after his car was :

involved in an accident, and the visuals of a teacher merci-
lessly beating a five-year-old boy in Patna until he lost con-

sciousness. ‘The ministry has observed that in most cases :
the video clips are being taken from social media and :

broadcast without editorial discretion and modifications to
ensure compliance and consistency with the Programme
Code, the advisory added.

While libertarians and advocates of unfettered free-

dom for news media might bemoan the government advi-
sory, the fact is that TV channels, in their relentless pursuit

of TV ratings and, consequent upon them, advertising rev- :
enue have forsaken the principle of editorial discretion.

Now, news programming is clearly designed to sensation-

alise critical and sensitive issues; newsreaders shout :
rather than read news, and anchors have given up the non- :

partisanship their job requires and spout and provoke
hatred. Showing blood and gore on TV screens is, clearly,

part of the whole performance the tamasha is conceived in :
such a way as to manipulate the fears and emotions of the :

watchers and keep their eyes glued to the screen.
Responsible news organisations exercise a high degree of

editorial discretion out of respect for individuals and their :
families, to avoid causing distress to the audience and pre- :

vent desensitising them to blood and gore.

Joshimath a policy disaster

DINESH C. SHARMA

Joshimath is sinking. Over 600 houses have developed
cracks. Dozens of families have been rendered homeless.
Some commercial buildings like hotels are precariously

above sea level is the gateway to the holy shrine of
Badrinath one of the Char Dhams as well as the Sikh pil-
grimage centre at Hemkund Sahib and the skiing attrac-
tion of Auli. Joshimath forms part of an ecologically sensi-
tive zone in the Himalayas. The geology of these relatively
young mountains is different from others and it varies a
great deal within the region. While the nearby Hathi
Parbat and Auli are situated on stable rocks, Joshimath lies

an ancient landslide. This makes it a landside-prone area
and construction activities like blasting and tunnelling can
disturb the ground.

When the PM and PMO are monitoring projects like
Char Dham, the buck should stop with them for the sink-
ing. Since 1970, when a large boulder got detached from
the hill and fell into the Alaknanda river near Marwari,
dozens of scientific studies and expert committees have
concluded that increased construction activity and grow-
ing population pressure are responsible for landslides and
slips in this region. A reasonable amount of construction
activity like roads for local people, water supply, drainage
systems and small hydropower for local consumption is
necessary and may be justified. Successive governments,
however, have pushed bigger projects highways,
hydropower, infrastructure development and so on with
little regard for environmental fallout. It is futile to blame
nature, climate change or local people for disasters, like
the one unfolding in Joshimath. These are all policy-led
disasters made in New Delhi, for the following reasons.
First, the unbridled support of the Centre to large
hydropower projects even after the 2013 Kedarnath
tragedy. It was clear that the high sediment load in
paraglacial zones was a serious problem for the longevity
of the existing and under-construction hydel projects in
Uttarakhand. Given this, a Supreme Courtappointed
expert group suggested that ‘the terrain above the Main
Central Thrust (MCT) in general, and above the winter
snowline in particular, should be kept free from
hydropower interventions. In an affidavit in December
2014, the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate
Change concurred that there was a direct and indirect
impact of hydropower projects in the aggravation of the
floods in 2013’ and that ‘it is essential to demarcate areas
in the higher Himalayan region that are naturally unstable’
for hydropower projects. The Ministry of Water Resources
too told the apex court in 2016 that a review of such proj-
ects was essential to protect the safety of people living in
these areas. All these affidavits from the ministries have
remained on paper as no hydropower project has been
reviewed or scrapped since 2013. As if the hydropower
assault on the Himalayas was not enough, the Centre in
2016 launched the Char Dham Highway Project to con-
struct 800 km of four-lane highway in the hills. The proj-
ect followed the same road design as in the plains 12-
metres-wide ‘double lane with paved shoulder’. This meant
widespread cutting of trees, destabilisation of valley slopes,
destruction of natural springs, and dumping of muck and
debris in valleys below. A high-powered committee
appointed by the SC to appraise the project felt that the
width of the road was directly proportional to the ecolog-
ical destruction and that the damage could be minimised if
the road width was slashed. The Ministry of Road
Transport could have done this easily, since in 2018, a cir-
cular was issued prescribing a different design for roads in
hills an intermediate carriageway of 5.5 metres. But it not
only chose to disregard its own rules but also concealed
the 2018 circular from the courtappointed panel The
ministry allowed ecological destruction by insisting on a
wider highway in the fragile hills. The second reason is the
deliberate dilution of environmental norms for projects.
All large projects are subject to Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA) and must have an Environment
Management Plan (EMP). For road projects, the EIA
threshold is 100 km. To escape this regulatory require-
ment, the Char Dham Project was broken up into 53 proj-
ects of less than 100 km each. So, despite being contiguous
and having cumulative impacts on the environment, the
project got away with no regulatory scrutiny and the need
for a remedial EMP. The larger issue is that way the gov-
ernment is diluting environmental norms for the sake of
ease of doing business. Between March 2020 and 2022, as
many as 123 regulatory changes were made in environ-
mental rules, as a study by the Vidhi Centre.

leaning on each other. The town located at 6,000 feet :

on weathered and unsettled boulders which form part of| :

OPINION

Time to rebuild relations with Egypt

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi has been invited as the chief guest at the Republic Day celebrations.

NAVDEEP SURI

For India, a deeper
economic engage-
ment with Egypt
acquires an addi-
tional strategic
imperative. While
Egypt needs to do
more to market
itself as an invest-
ment destination in
India, it is also
important for
India’s industry
bodies to adopt a
more proactive
approach.

THE decision to invite
Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah el-Sisi as the chief
guest at the Republic Day
celebrations is an important
gesture and should go a long
way in restoring the old lus-
tre in India’s ties with the
largest country in the Arab
world. With a population of
almost 110 million, a loca-
tion that straddles Africa
and Asia, a standing army
that is the largest in the
region, a capital that hosts
the League of Arab States
and a diplomatic presence
that punches above its
weight in global affairs,
Egypt is a pivotal player. It is
also a country with which
India enjoyed an exception-
ally close relationship in the
first couple of decades after
our Independence.

The personal equation
between former Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
and then President Gamal
Abdel Nasser Hussein was
legendary and the two also
became the stalwarts of the
non-aligned  movement
during the Cold War of the
1960s. At the political level,
the two countries were
close enough for India to
send clandestine arms ship-
ments to Egypt during the
Suez crisis in 1956 and con-
template nuclear coopera-
tion and a joint fighter proj-
ect in the 1960s.

And yet, the two coun-
tries drifted apart, particu-
larly during President Hosni
Mubarak’s long innings
from 1981 to 2011. An
apparently minor protocol
gaffe over seating arrange-
ments during the New Delhi
NAM summit in 1983 was
seen as a personal affront
by Mubarak and it took all
of 25 years before he could
be persuaded to return to
India in November 2008.
Both sides promised to
make up for lost time and
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the then Prime Minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, visited
Egypt for the NAM summit
in July 2009. But by January
2011, the ‘Arab Spring’ had
claimed Mubarak as its
most prominent victim and
there was a brief hiatus as
the country moved towards
a new constitution and
fresh elections. The late and
unlamented Mohammed
Morsi, to his credit, did
make ties with India a pri-
ority during his tumultuous
year in office. His visit to
Delhi in March 2013 held
out some hope of a fresh
boost but three months
later, he too was gone.
President Sisi came to
power in 2014 and Egypt
again showed its intent,
first through his participa-
tion in the India-Africa
Forum Summit in Delhi in
2015 and again through a
state visit in 2016. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was widely expected to
make a return visit in 2020,
but plans were upended by
Covid-19. A visit by him is
now well overdue. The

Republic Day invitation,
meanwhile, will address
some of Egypt’s angst that
its earnest overtures have
not been reciprocated.
Some of the ground-
work has been done by
back-to-back visits to Cairo
by Defence  Minister
Rajnath Singh in September
2022 and by External

Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in October.
Defence cooperation is

clearly one of the emerging
themes and high-level
exchanges over the last two
years led to ‘Desert
Warrior), the firstever joint
tactical exercise by the air
forces of the two countries
and the recent exercise
between their special
forces. The Egyptians have
also shown some interest in
India’s Tejas fighter jets and
Dhruv light attack helicop-
ters, although this is still ata
fairly preliminary stage.
Equally important is the
behind-the-scenes support
provided by them in coun-
tering hostile moves by
Pakistan at forums like the

Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) and by
refraining from making any
adverse comment during
the Nupur Sharma contro-
versy. Both countries also
demonstrated mutual good-
will by helping each other at
crucial times: Egypt by
sending Remdesivir and
urgent medical supplies
during our devastating sec-
ond wave of Covid-19, and
India by sending wheat to
tide over the supply-side
disruptions caused by the
Ukraine war.

Bolstered by these tail-
winds, bilateral trade grew
by almost 75 per cent last
year, amounting to $7 bil-
lion. Butitis Egypt’s emerg-
ing investment scenario
that offers a more interest-
ing opportunity. Despite the
discovery of substantial gas
reserves in the
Mediterranean basin, the
country’s economy is strug-
gling. Growth in the non-oil
sector has been anaemic,
foreign exchange reserves
have dwindled and the
Egyptian pound has been in

free fall On the surface, the
picture looks grim, but it
hides three important facts.
First, a number of Indian
companies have invested in
Egypt and by and large,
they have done well The
largest of these is the $1.5-
billion PVC and caustic soda
plant set up in Port Said by
the Sanmar Group, followed
by the Aditya Birla Group,
Asian Paints, Dabur, UFlex
and a host of others.
Second, after several
abortive starts and forced
by the gravity of the eco-
nomic crisis, the Egyptian
Government finally seems
to be getting serious about
implementing both eco-
nomic and administrative
reforms.

And third, the ambi-
tious plan to develop the
Suez Canal Economic Zone
(SCZONE) into a global
manufacturing hub is now
gathering critical mass.
ReNew Power has
announced plans to set up a
massive green hydrogen
facility with an investment
of $8 billion. Attractive tax
incentives, the strategic
location and free trade
agreements that make it
easy to access the European
markets are key factors
behind such a major invest-
ment. The 455-sq-km
SCZONE merits a closer look
by many other Indian com-
panies. It sits astride both
banks of the Suez Canal, a
strategic waterway that
connects the
Mediterranean with the
Red Sea to provide the
shortest link between
European and Asian mar-
kets. The 18,000 ships that
traverse the canal annually
account for 20 per cent of
the global container trade.
China, as usual, has been the
first to take advantage of the
opportunities presented by
the SCZONE.

RASHID KIDWAI

In Indian electoral pol-
itics, alliances are
formed on the basis of
strengths rather than
weaknesses of the
participants. The aura
of success surround-
ing Rahul’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra is set to
provide him with
moral authority to
play a pivotal role. In
addition, in Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul has a
reserve bench of
sorts; the former
party chief can act as
a line of communica-
tion with many non-
NDA allies, including
the Left, to keep the
mahagathbandhan

going.

Yatra lends purpose to Rahul’s political journey

The Bharat Jodo Yatra has established Rahul as a politician who can mingle with the masses and win their support

There are many quotes that
have been attributed to
Mahatma Gandhi. In the
Congress party office at 24,
Akbar Road, one of them
reads, “Kabhi kabhi hum
apne virodhiyon ke karan
aage badhte hain” (At
times, we move ahead due
to our opponents). Then
there is another one saying,
“Pehle woh aap par dhyan
nahin denge, phir who aap
par hasenge, phir aapse
ladengen, aur tab aap jeet
jayenge.”(First they would
not pay any attention to you,
then they would mock you
and then they would fight
with you. You would win
once these stages are com-
pleted).

In the context of Rahul
Gandhi’s ongoing abstract,
yet arduous, Bharat Jodo
Yatra, these quotes ring a
bell, bringing some rele-
vance and hope for the
Congress leader. There is a
broader and growing con-
sensus of sorts among
Rahul’s detractors and well-
wishers that finally, the
Gandhi scion is showing
signs of purpose, persever-
ance and hope in his politi-
cal journey that began in
2004.

Politically, the yatra
may or may not be a game-
changer, but it has succeed-
ed in establishing Rahul as a
credible politician who can
walk the talk, intermingle
with the masses and get
support from a range of
politicians and celebrities
— from MK Stalin, Aaditya
Thackeray, Supriya Sule and
Farooq Abdullah to
Raghuram Rajan, AS Dulat,
Swara Bhaskar and Kamal
Haasan.

More importantly, the
BJP’s stringent criticism,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya’s
‘appeal’ to suspend the
yatra over Covid concerns,
and the outrage over
Rahul’s comments on China
allegedly entering Indian

territory have helped him
become a singular dissent-
ing voice.

When the yatra began
from Kanyakumari, Rahul’s
popularity ratings were at
an all-time low. The
Congress organisation was
in a shambles and the lead-
ership issue was far from
settled. While the yatra was
on the Kerala-Karnataka
border, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot, at
that time tipped to be the
next AICC president,
stunned friends and foes
alike by showing defiance, a
throwback to the bygone
era of Devaraj Urs, Arjun
Singh and other party chief
ministers.

But throughout the
Congress organisational
election process, Rahul
stayed away and focused on
the yatra. The Assembly
polls of Himachal Pradesh
and Gujarat offered a mixed
bag as the Congress went
on to win HP. It was a sur-
prise for those predicting
the Congress’ death. The
‘corpse’ is, in fact, very
much alive and kicking.

This year, the Congress
faces a litmus test in
Karnataka, Madhya
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Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh. If it can win
these states, the grand old
party would emerge as a
serious challenger for the
2024 General Election.

We need to remember
that the fortunes of the
Congress and other non-
BJP parties are closely
linked to the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls where the non-
BJP, non-NDA Opposition
and the Congress-UPA part-
ners will have to target the
‘half of half’, ie half of the
272 Lok Sabha seats on
their own — a challenging
but not unmanageable
number in the 2024 battle.

There are four crucial
states of West Bengal
Bihar, Maharashtra and
Karnataka where the BJP-
NDA had done exceedingly
well in 2019 but the subse-
quent political develop-
ments have unfolded a new
scenario. In West Bengal,
for example, the BJP had
won 18 Lok Sabha seats
out of 42, while in Bihar, the
alliance with the JD(U) had
resulted in it netting 39 out
of 40 parliamentary seats.
In Karnataka, the BJP had
won 25 out of 28 seats,
while in Maharashtra, the

alliance with the undivided
Shiv Sena, had resulted in
the NDA allies winning 42
out of 48 seats. Imagine a
situation if the BJP’s
strength from these four
states gets reduced to half.
A simple majority of 272
would become a distant
dream and prospects of a
khichdi government a real-
ity.

The Congress, in order
to be a contender, has to
win 100 or more Lok
Sabha seats from states
such as Kerala,
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,

Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Assam, Karnataka,
Uttarakhand, Himachal

Pradesh and a few others
where the grand old party
has been in direct contest
with the BJP or traditional-
ly has a strong presence.
Next year’s parliamen-
tary polls are set to be con-
tested in contrasting styles.
If Team Modi is set to make
full use of the Prime
Minister’s personal ratings,
big-ticket projects, Covid-
19 handling in the context
of the massive vaccination
programme, achievements
on the diplomatic front and
reliance on emotive issues

like the Ram Temple, the
Congress and its potential
allies are prepared to take
the battle to the states
where regional players are
expected to hold sway.

So, if the parties led by
Mamata Banerjee, Nitish
Kumar, Uddhav Thackeray,
Sharad Pawar, MK Stalin,
Naveen Patnaik, HD
Kumaraswamy,
Chandrababu Naidu and
Akhilesh Yadav together
manage to hold on to a
chunk of the parliamentary
seats, the Congress has the
task of doing well in most of
the Hindi-belt states and
the Northeast.

In Indian electoral pol-
itics, alliances are formed
on the basis of strengths
rather than weaknesses of
the participants. The aura
of success surrounding
Rahul’s Bharat Jodo Yatra is
set to provide him with
moral authority to play a
pivotal role. In addition, in
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul has a
reserve bench of sorts; the
former party chief can act
as a line of communication
with many non-NDA allies,
including the Left, to keep
the  mahagathbandhan

going.
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Zelensky At Golden Globe Awards:
"There Will Be No Third World War”

"It is now 2023; the
war in UKkraine is not
over yet, but the tide is
turning," Zelensky said.
"And it is already clear
who will win," said the
Ukrainian President.

KYIV : (AGENCY)

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky on
Tuesday appeared virtually
at the annual Golden Globe
Awards ceremony to say
that "there will be no third
World War" as the tide is
changing in Ukraine's ongo-
ing conflict with Russia. At
Hollywood's 80th Golden
Globe Awards, which was
telecast live, Zelensky said
"The first World War
claimed millions of lives.
The second World War
claimed tens of millions of
them. There will be no third
World War, it is not a trilo-
gy"""Ukraine will stop the
Russian aggression on our
land" with the help of the
free world, he said. "It is now
2023; the war in Ukraine is
not over yet, but the tide is
turning," Zelensky said. "And

www.opensearch.co.in

it is already clear who will
win," said the Ukrainian
President. At the beginning
of his address Zelensky
pointed out that the award
show originated in 1943
when the World War II was
nearing its end and it was
clear who would win but
there were still some battles
to be fought. "The awards
were born at a special time.
The second World War was-
n't over yet, but the tide was
turned all knew who would
win. There were still battles
and tears ahead. It was then

when the Golden Globe
Awards appeared to honor
the best performers of
1943." He thanked those
who supported the freedom
of Ukraine, saying "our
common struggle for free-
dom, democracy, for the
right to live, for the right to
love" is unifying. The audi-
ence  cheered  when
President Zelensky
announced his projected
victory. He concluded, "We
will make it together with a
whole, free world, and I
hope that all of you will be

with us on the victorious
day -- the day of our victory.
Slava Ukraini." Zelensky was
introduced by actor-direc-
tor Sean Penn, best known
for his Academy Award-
winning performances in
2003's "Mystic River" and
2008's "Milk." The "Gaslit"
star met with Zelensky in
Kyiv this past November to
express his support for the
war-torn country, where he
had been filming a docu-
mentary for Vice Studios
earlier in the year. "From
the other-worldly courage

New Cyclone To Hit California After
Historic Siorm Kills 17 : Report

The new storm will hit
northern California
and is forecast to bring
several more feet of
snow to the Sierra
Nevada mountains, the
NWS said.

MONTECITO: (AGENCY)

A major cyclone is set to hit
the US state of California
with up to seven inches (18
centimeters) of rain on
Wednesday, the National
Weather Service said, after
tens of thousands of people
were placed under evacua-
tion orders due to a barrage
of storms that killed at least
17 people. On Tuesday, tor-
rential downpours caused
flash flooding, closed key
highways, toppled trees and
swept away drivers and
passengers -- including a
five-year-old boy who
remains missing in central
California. Around 66,000
homes and businesses in
the most populous US state
were without power early
on Wednesday, according to
tracking site
Poweroutage.us. The new
storm will hit northern
California and is forecast to
bring several more feet of
snow to the Sierra Nevada
mountains, the NWS said.
The NWS described an
"unrelenting series of
atmospheric river events"
that is the most powerful
storm system since 2005.
"An  enormous cyclone
rotating well off the West

Coast will bring the next
round of heavy precipita-
tion and gusty winds (on
Wednesday), this time tar-
geting northern California,”
the service's latest advisory
said. California Governor
Gavin Newsom said at least
34,000 people had been told

to flee the storms, with
more danger expected. "The
fact is that we're not out of
the woods; we expect these
storms to continue at least
through the 18th of this
month," he told reporters
on Tuesday.

"We now have 17 con-
firmed -- and I underscore
'confirmed’ tragically -- just
confirmed deaths."

The town of Montecito,
home to Britain's Prince
Harry and his wife Meghan
Markle, was pounded by
rain, threatening dangerous
mudslides on hills already
sodden by weeks of down-
pours and sparking an
evacuation order. "Because

"Total Mess" In China As Covid
Wave Decimates Poorest Areas

Since China reversed
its zero-Covid policy
last month, a whirl-
wind of cases has
crammed hospitals
with elderly patients
and sparked a free-for-
all over limited sup-
plies of medicine.

CHINA: (AGENCY)

Exhausted doctors working
overtime, tests and treat-
ments nowhere to be found,
and under-resourced clin-
ics inundated with patients
-- in Anhui, one of east
China's poorest provinces,
Covid hit hard. Since China
reversed its zero-Covid pol-
icy last month, a whirlwind
of cases has crammed hos-
pitals with elderly patients
and sparked a free-for-all
over limited supplies of
medicine.

And the country's wide
wealth gap has fuelled
healthcare disparities
between cities and rural
areas, with underdeveloped
regions seeing a chronic
lack of doctors, equipment
and expertise.

When the Covid wave hit in
the second half of

December, doctors in Anhui
rapidly ran out of diagnos-
tic kits and treatments.
"Nobody tested for it, so we
didn't know if we were pos-
itive or not," said Shao from
avillage near Bengbu, a city
of 3.3 million people.

"It's been a total mess," he
told AFP as he pulled on a
cigarette. "Things were bet-
ter when the government
kept us all locked down."
One doctor told AFP he was
forced to work 14-hour
days in December; when his
two-room village clinic was
inundated with up to 10
times more patients than
usual

The sick, he said, "had to
line up outside" the building
as the tiny waiting room
was full And in a nearby
town, the head of a small
health centre said medicine
supplies became "so badly
depleted that we had to sus-
pend prescriptions".
Overloaded clinics were
ordered to send elderly
patients with severe symp-
toms to larger city hospitals
for better care, he said. In a
back room of the health
centre, a handful of patients
on drips huddled.

the mountains are right
there, when it really rains, it
comes down at a really high
rate... it's pretty dangerous
pretty quickly," resident
Daniel DeMuyer told AFP.
"That's the price of living in
such a beautiful place, when
it rains like this, it causes a
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lot of destruction.”
Montecito, where multi-
million dollar properties
are surrounded by breath-
taking California country-
side, is particularly vulnera-
ble to mudslides because it
sits at the foot of a mountain
range that was ravaged by
fire five years ago.
Hundreds of square
miles were scorched, strip-
ping the hillsides of the veg-
etation that normally keeps
soil in place. But an evacua-

tion order for the town --
home to stars including
Ellen DeGeneres, Gwyneth
Paltrow, Katy Perry, and
Rob Lowe -- was lifted on
Tuesday. There were
tragedies across the state.
Authorities in San Luis
Obispo County called off a
search for a five-year-old
boy because rushing waters
were too dangerous for
divers, Fox News reported,
quoting a county official

The child, who fled with
his mother from their car as
it was inundated by flood
waters, has not been
declared dead. His mother
was rescued. Two motorists
died in a crash north of
Bakersfield after a tree
crashed onto a road
Destruction was wide-
spread, with whole commu-
nities flooded in some areas.
Dominick King said his
restaurant in Capitola had
been wrecked. "It's a lot
worse than expected," he
told AFP.

"All my windows in the
back are completely blown
out. All my tables are kind of
strewn around my floors...
and our floors had warped,
so I guess the waves came
up from under the building.

"It's not just me, the
whole block has been deci-
mated."
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of young Iranians rising up,"
Penn said to the crowd "To

the ever persevering
women's movement of
Afghanistan. We  are

reminded, in no uncertain
terms, that the freedom to
dream is not simply a
human luxury but rather a
human need that must be
fought and sacrificed for. If
the freedom to dream were
a spear, I proudly present a
human being who tonight
represents that spear's
most honed tip." As a gift,
Penn had given Zelensky
one of his Oscar trophies in
an exchange that was
shared on Twitter by Anton
Gerashchenko, the advisor
to the minister of internal
affairs of Ukraine. In return,
Penn received an Order of
Merit honouring his pas-
sionate solidarity with
Ukraine. Zelensky's Golden
Globes appearance comes
one week after the White
House committed to send-
ing USD 3.75 billion in mili-
tary aid to Ukraine and
adjacent NATO countries --
the largest assistance pack-
age to date.
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Russia To Send Rocket To Retrieve
Crew From International Space Station

MOSCOW: (AGENCY)

Russia said Wednesday it
would send a rescue capsule
on February 20 for three
crew of the International
Space Station, after a mete-
orite damaged the space-
craft that was due to return
them to Earth. "The Soyuz
MS-23  launch is on
February 20, 2023 in an
unmanned mode,” Russia's
space agency Roscosmos
said.

The MS-22 spacecraft
that was originally set to
bring Russian cosmonauts
Sergei Prokopyev and
Dmitry Petelin and NASA
astronaut Frank Rubio back
to Earth had been damaged
by a small meteorite strike,
Roscosmos said on
Wednesday, ruling out a
technical fault.

Their space capsule
will now need to return
crewless, the space agency
said. "'Soyuz MS-22' must
descend to Earth without a
crew,"’ Roscosmos said after
damage to the space cap-
sule resulted in a coolant
leak last month.

"In the event of partic-
ularly critical situations on
the ISS, the possibility of

Taiwan Air Force Official
Reveals Details Of Rare
NATO Interaction

TAIWAN: (AGENCY)

A Taiwan air force officer
revealed details on
Wednesday of a rare inter-
action between the island's
military and NATO, describ-
ing how he had attended a
six-month academic pro-
gramme with senior offi-
cials in Italy. Taiwan,
claimed by China as its own
territory, has no formal
diplomatic relations with

lege. It

any NATO members, but
has close defence ties with

the United States, the
island's main international
source of arms and NATO's
largest member state.
Speaking to reporters
on a trip to the Hsinchu air
base in northern Taiwan,
air force Lieutenant Colonel
Wu Bong-yeng said he had
attended a six-month
course at the NATO Defence
College in Rome in 2021,
returning to Taiwan in
January last year. "This was
an academic exchange, not

a military exchange," he
said. "Of course they were
very  curious about
Taiwan." "They need to
understand our country's
situation, and our abilities,"
he said NATO did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Taiwan's defence min-
istry told Reuters that Wu
was not the first officer it
had sent to the defence col-
did not elaborate.
— While the
—=. Taiwanese and U.S.

|| militaries do coop-
erate, including
some Taiwanese
fighter pilots train-
ing in the United
States, the island
has only limited
interactions with
other foreign mili-
faries.

In its new strategic
concept agreed in June,
NATO described China as a
challenge to the alliance's
"interests, security and val-
ues", as an economic and
military  power  that
remains "opaque about its
strategy, intentions and mil-
itary build-up". China has
increased its military, politi-
cal and economic pressure
on the island over the past
three years to assert its sov-
ereignty claims, which are
strongly rejected.
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Unaudited Financial Result for the Quarter and Nine Months Ended 31.12.2022

{IN LACS EXCEPT EPS)

Quarter Ended Nine Months Ended Year Ended
CURRENT CORRESPONDING CURRENT NINE YEAR TO DATE FIGURES FOR
QUARTER QUARTER MONTHS PREVIOUS YEAR
S.N Particulars 01.10.2022 01.10.2021 01.04.2022 01.04.2021
to to to
31.12.2022 31.12.2021 31.12,2022 31.03.2022
e & [4)
Unaudited Unaudited Unaudited Audited
1 [Total Income from operation 1,425.02 2,516.78 -
2 [Net Profit / Loss for the period before tax and exception 1,139.82 (1.00) 2,062.04 (8.73)
items
3 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period before tax (after exception 1,139.82 (1.00) 2,062.04 (8.73)
itmes)
4 |Net Profit/ Loss for the period after tax {after exception 1,139.82 (1.00) 2,062.04 (8.73)
itmes)
5 [Total [Comprehensive income/ loss for the period 1,139.82 (1.00) 2,062.04 (8.73)
[comprising profit/ loss for the period {after tax) and other
comprehensive income/ loss (after tax)]
6 |Paid up equity share capital 12,748.00 1,274.80 12,748.00 1,274.80
7 |Earning per share after exception item 0.09 (0.01) 0.16 {0.07)
Basic & Diluted

Note

on 11th January 2023.

Date: 11.01.2023
Place: New Delhi

1. The above unaudited financial results for the quarter and nine months ended December 31, 2022 were reviewed by
the Audit Committee at the meeting and approved by the Board of Directors and taken on record at the meeting held

2. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly financial result filed with the stock exchange under Regulation
33 of the SEBI (Listing obligations and disclosure requirements) Regulations 2015. The full format of the quarterly
financial result are available on the company's website www.genesisdevelopersholings.com
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ALSTONE TEXTILES (INDIA) LIMITED
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(Managing Director)
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using the Soyuz MS-22 to
rescue the crew will be
determined by a separate
decision of the state com-
mission," Roscosmos added.

There are currently

the rear.

MS-22 flew Russian
cosmonauts Dmitry Petelin
and Sergey Prokopyev, as
well as NASA astronaut
Frank Rubio, to the ISS in

seven people aboard the
ISS. With the MS-22 rocket
now deemed unfit, it means
that the ISS has just one
"lifeboat" capable of carry-
ing four people, in case it
needs to be evacuated.

Roscosmos and NASA
initially said the leak did not
pose any danger to those on
board.

The vehicle began
spraying its coolant into
space on December 14,
with dramatic NASA TV
images showing white par-
ticles resembling
snowflakes streaming out of

September.

Their mission is being
extended and they will now
return to Earth on board
the MS-23, Roscosmos said.
Space has remained a rare
venue of cooperation
between Moscow and
Washington since the start
of the Russian offensive in

Ukraine and ensuing
Western sanctions on
Russia. The ISS was

launched in 1998 at a time
of increased US-Russia
cooperation following their
Space Race competition
during the Cold War.

Briefs News

Several Wounded In
Knife Attack At Paris
Train Station

PARIS, FRANCE: (AGENCY)

Several people were lightly wounded on Wednesday by a
man wielding a knife at the busy Gare du Nord station in
Paris, French authorities said. The man was arrested by
police at the station, which serves as a hub for trains to

London and northern Europ

wounded him, said a
police source, who
asked not to be named. |
"An individual injured |
several people this
morning at the Gare |
du Nord" Interior
Minister Gerald
Darmanin wrote on

Twitter. "He was quickly neutralised. Thank you to the
police for their effective and courageous response.” The
incident has cased major delays to trains at the station in
the early morning rush, according to the live departure
board of operator SNCE. The attacker's motive was not
immediately clear. France remains on a state of height-
ened security alert after a spate of deadly attacks by

Islamist radicals since 2015.

Upset With Staff, Chinese
Man Rams Sports Car
Through Hotel Lobby

SHANGHAI: (AGENCY)

A disgruntled guest rammed his sports car through a
Chinese hotel's doors and drove wildly around its lobby,
leaving a trail of destruction after arguing with staff
about his missing laptop. Several videos published on
social media showed the white car smashing the glass
doors of the central Shanghai hotel from their hinges,
reversing and then bursting through into the lobby,
knocking over anything in its path.

The car, a convertible with its top up, then hurtled
haphazardly around the entrance hall as bewildered
spectators asked each other what was going on, with one
exclaiming: "He's going nuts!" Local police said the inci-
dent had taken place in the late morning on Tuesday, and
that the driver was a 28-year-old man named Chen who
had gotten into a dispute with hotel staff over the loss of
his laptop during his stay there.

Russian Mercenary Group Wagner
Claims To Control Ukraine's Soledar

MOSCOW:

(AGENCY)

The head of Russia's mercenary group Wagner, Yevgeny
Prigozhin, said early Wednesday his fighters had taken
control of Ukraine's city of Soledar after intense fighting
this week, but some "urban battles" continued. "Wagner
units have taken control of the whole territory of Soledar;"
Prigozhin said through his press service on social media,
adding that there was fighting in the centre of the city.
The extent of Wagner's control over the city was unclear
and AFP was not able to verify the claim.

Aminit Mahotsav

System for the under noted work:-

o= NORTHERN RAILWAY €%

Tender Notice

The Dy. Chief Engineer/TMC/Line, Northern Railway, State Entry Road, New Delhi
for and on behalf of the President of India invites Open E-tender under One Packet

at TMMD/BTI.

1. |Name of work and location : Conversion of 09 Nos. BG Coaches into Camping
Coaches (Workshop cum Rest Van) for Track Machine Staff of Northem Railway

Completion period of the work : 06 Months

Approx. Cost of work : Rs. 1,77,37,521.32

Earnest Monsy

t (to be deposited Online) : Rs. 2,38,700.00

Cost of Tender D

(to be dep

ited Online) : Rs. Nil.

RGN

Date & Time for submission of E-tender and opening of tender : Tender
document remain available on IREPS website i.e. www.ireps.gowv.in from
13.01.2023 upto 15:00 Hrs. on 09.02.2023. Tender Bids may be uploaded from
26.01.2023 & upto 15:00 hrs. on 09.02.2023 in IREPS website. The tender will be
'opened soon after 15:30 hrs. on 09.02.2023.

Board of the above office.

7. |Detalled Tender Notice & Tender Document : The detailed tender documentis
available on www.ireps.gov.in. Above tender document will be available for online
submission of offer on IREPS website i.e. www.ireps.gov.in from 26.01.2023 to
09.02.2023. All other terms and conditions in respect of above tenders are given
in tender document. The detailed tender notice also can be seen on the Notice

No.: 1-W-DyCETMC-L-CC-15-22-23

Dated: 10.01.2023 105/2023

Serving Customers with a Smile
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Did not want to get him out like that:

Rohit on withdrawing Shami's
run-out appeal against Shanaka

GUWAHATI : (AGENCY)

India captain Rohit Sharma
on Tuesday said he did not
want Sri Lanka skipper
Dasun Shanaka 'Mankaded'
after the batter had backed
up too far on way to a gal-
lant hundred in the first ODI
here on Tuesday. Riding
Virat Kohli's 73rd interna-
tional hundred and half-
centuries from Rohit and
Shubman Gill, India posted
an imposing 373 for seven
after being asked to bat
first. Sri Lanka were never
in the hunt after losing half
their side for 161, but
Shanaka (108 not out off 88
balls) stood tall amid the
ruins with his fighting
knock. However, he would-
n't have reached the land-
mark had it not been for
Rohit's intervention. He

withdrew an appeal for run
out at the non-striker's end
by Mohammed Shami after
the batter had left the
crease, giving Shanaka an
opportunity to complete his

Briefs News

Odisha-based artist cre-
ates miniature hockey
stick & ball inside a bottle

BHUBANESWAR : (AGENCY)

Odisha-based artist L Eshwar Rao has carved a minia-
ture hockey stick and ball and placed it inside a 750 ml
bottle to wish 'Best of Luck' to all teams participating in
the World Cup. The World Cup Hockey tournament will
be held in Odisha Capital Bhubaneswar and Rourkela
from January 13 to 29. Rao who hails from Jati, in
Khurda District claimed it took him 10 days to carve the
unique sculpture on pencil nib. Eshwar had earlier cre-
ated a world cup hockey replica and placed it inside a

750 ml bottle. Rao
has used chalk, glass,
and glitter paper for
the model Rao said it
- took him eight days
to create the minia-
ture sculpture inside
a bottle and two days
to carve the pencil
sculptor. The pencil
sculpture measures

less than half an inch, claimed Rao "The World Cup
Hockey is being held for the second time in our state, It is
a pride moment for all of us, 16 teams are participating
in the event, I wanted to convey my best wishes to all

teams through my art," Rao.

Rao has been practising this artwork for 25 years.
His journey as a miniature artist began in 1999, after he
gifted the Taj Mahal carved out of chalk to his teacher.

"Thad been practising miniature artwork since I was
in Class 2. I had gifted my miniature art to my teacher
when [ was in Class 12. My teacher was so impressed by
my work that he later introduced me to the then princi-
pal of B K College of Arts. He later took training in stone
carving for four years. In 2011, Rao started his own
foundation 'Eshwar Art and Craft Social Foundation'
where he trains students for free while continuing with

miniature art.

French soccer president
accused of improper
conduct by agent

PARIS : (AGENCY)

A sports agent has accused the president of the French
football federation of improper conduct over several
years, saying he only was interested in her sexually. Noél
Le Graét has had a tumultuous week in France after say-
ing he “couldn’t care less” about Zinédine Zidane’s future
as a coach. Le Graét was a guest on RMC radio’s talk
show Sunday and was asked about rumours linking
Zidane to Brazil's national team. Le Graét apologized on
Monday after Kylian Mbappé, the French sports minister
Amélie Oudéa-Castéra and Real Madrid all took him to
task for his comments. Le Graét said his comments in a
radio interview were “clumsy” and “absolutely don’t
reflect my thinking nor my consideration for the player
he was and the coach he has become.” Le Graét’s apolo-
gy was widely reported in French media. The 81-year-
old football executive has previously faced claims of sex-
ual harassment and the French federation is the target of
an investigation ordered by the sports minister. The
agent, 37-year-old Sonia Souid, said in an interview with
L’Equipe sports daily that Le Graét repeatedly tried to
approach her from 2013-17. She said that while she
wanted to develop a business relationship with Le Graét
to promote women'’s soccer, he was more interested in
leaving messages on her voicemail late in the evening to
invite her to drink champagne. France’s sports minister
ordered an investigation into the federation in
September after the body said it would file a defamation
lawsuit against So Foot magazine, which reported that
Le Graét allegedly harassed several female employees.
Souid, who said she first met Le Graét in 2013, also told
L’Equipe that he texted her to ask her out or tell her he
missed her. Souid said he never went too far verbally but
made clear she should have sex with him to move her
ideas forward. “He never looked at me like an agent but
like a piece of candy,” Souid said. Souid said she was hurt
by Le Graét’s attitude and that she thought about ending
her career as an agent. In addition to his role at the
French football federation, Le Graét also has been a
member of the Fifa Council since being appointed by
Uefa in May 2019. The position pays $250,000 annually.
Le Graét is currently a candidate.

century. "I had no idea
Shami did that (run-out), he
(Shanaka) was batting on
98. The way he batted was
brilliant, we cannot get him
out like that. Not something

that we thought off, hats off
to him, he played really
well" Rohit said at the post
match presentation ceremo-
ny. After the batters' fine
performances, speed mer-

chants Umran Malik (3/57)
and Mohammed Siraj
(2/30) put the icing on the
cake in a lopsided game,
though Rohit said India
could have bowled better as
a team. "We started off real-
ly well and to get that total
was a great effort from all
the batters. The platform
was set to come out and
play freely. I thought we
could've bowled slightly bet-
ter, but don't want to be too
critical of it although the
dew was not so much. "We
bowled well as a unit and if
you want to win games like
this, everyone has to come
to the party. There are some
areas we need to look atas a
group and again it's a team
sport." Man of the Match
Kohli, who struck 12 fours
and a six in his 87-ball 113,
said one has to play every

game as if it is his last out-
ing.

"I don't think there was
anything different. My
preparation and intent
always remain the same. |
thought [ was hitting the
ball nicely. It was close to
the template I play with, [
understood we needed an
extra 25-30 runs,” Kohli
said. "[ tried to understand
the conditions in the second
half. Tried to get a comfort-
able total for us on the
board. The one thing I learnt
was desperation doesn't get
you anywhere. You do not
need to complicate things.
You go out there and play
without any fear, I can't hold
on to things. "You have to
play for the right reasons
and almost play every game
like it's your last and just be
happy about it.

SPORTS

Ranji Trophy: Bengal pac-
ers push Baroda back

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Pacers Akash Deep (4/67) and Mukesh Kumar (3/50)
struck at regular intervals to help Bengal strike back in their
Ranji Trophy Group A clash against Baroda at the Bengal
Cricket Academy ground in Kalyani. At stumps on Day |,
Baroda, opting to bat first, were 222/7 with Mahesh
Pithiya (27 batting) and S. Sopariya (5 batting) at the
crease. The two quicks’ impressive showing came in the
presence of chief selector Chetan Sharma, who's in Kalyani.
The visitors, even after a shaky start as they lost their first
wicket with only 10 on the board after eight overs, were

going strong at 106/1 in
the postlunch session.
Opener JK Singh (85) and
No.3 batsman Priyanshu
Moliya (50) had stitched a
solid partnership
threatened to add more
before Akashgave Bengal

and |

o
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the much-needed breakthrough.

He had Moliya caught behind before Mukesh, in his
first Ranji appearance this season, struck twice in quick
succession, removing Barodacaptain Vishnu Solanki and
Shashwat Rawat in the same over. The visitors had then
slipped to 125 for 4. Singh and NA Rathva (20)tried to forge
a partnership for the fifth wicket, but Akash stood up once
again. He hadRathva caught behind for his second wicket
and soon picked up his third by cleaning up wicketkeeper
Mitesh Patel Akash took both wickets in the same over.

Singh and Pithiya’s stubborn 51-run stand began
tofrustrate Bengal, till Akashtrapped the opener lbw. Brief
scores: Baroda 222/7 (JK Singh 85; A. Deep 4/67, M.
Kumar 3/50) vs Bengal At stumps, Day 1.

Virat Kohli recalls prolonged lean patch

GUWAHATI : (AGENCY)

A remarkably eloquent
Virat Kohli admitted being
in complete denial about his
"vulnerabilities” and "frus-
trations" during his poor
run of form, which in turn
also made him "cranky" and
"snappy" with his family
and friends. Kohli smashed
his 45th ODI hundred, a 87-
ball 113, to guide India to a
67-run win over Sri Lanka
in the opening game here
on Tuesday. The 34-year-
old batter had scored an
identical 113  against
Bangladesh in his final ODI
of 2022 and has now 73
international hundreds with
the last three coming in a
space of four months after a

Admits being in denial about his 'vulnerabilities’

near three year lull

"In my case, in denial,
frustration was creeping in.
[ was very cranky, very
snappy in my space. It was
not fair on (wife) Anushka
(Sharma), my closed ones,
its not fair on the people
who support you. So I had
to take responsibility and
kind of put things in per-
spective,” Kohli told team-
mate Suryakumar Yadav in
an interview for bcci.tv.

Kohli reiterated the
need to be away from his
primary passion in order to
rekindle it and feel hungry
once again. "l was far off
from my cricket. My attach-
ments, my desire, had total-

ly taken over. That's when [
realised that [ can't be away
from who I am. [ have to be
true to myself. Even when I
am vulnerable, I am not
playing well, [ am the worst
player around, I have to

accept it. I can't be in
denial" Kohli admitted his
frailties. In fact, he had a
word of advice for Surya,
who is in the form of his life
as far as T20Is are con-
cerned. "Sometimes what

[f Bumrah doesn't play, there will
be problems, says Sourav Ganguly

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Team India won't have it
too easy bowling-wise in
the absence of ace pacer
Jasprit Bumrah, feels for-
mer captain Sourav
Ganguly. Bumrah, who
returned to the Indian
squad for the ODIs against
Sri Lanka after a long injury
lay-off, was again ruled out
after failing to recover fully
from the lower-back stress
fracture.

“Ifhe (Bumrah) doesn’t
play, there will be problems
as he is such an important
asset,” Sourav said on the
sidelines of his visit to Eden
Gardens on  Tuesday
evening.

“But fast bowlers will
get injured at some point,
so you will have to wait for
him to recover,” Souravy, also
the immediate past presi-
dent of the BCCI, added.

Was Bumrah'’s rehabil-
itation process not quite up
to the mark as he got ruled
out even after spending
more than three months for
his recovery? And is his

India vs Sri Lanka:

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Virat Kohli started the New
Year on a positive note
slamming his 45th ODI cen-
tury at the Barsapara
Cricket Stadium in
Guwahati to begin India’s
campaign in the three-
match series with a 67-run
victory. Sri Lanka, despite a
shaky start, did put up a
challenge, courtesy captain
Dasun Shanaka’s 108 not
out, but the Indian bowlers
battled dew to restrict them
to 306 for eight. In a World
Cup year, this resounding
start will put India on a
solid platform as they
launched their countdown
to the showpiece event on
Tuesday.

It was also Kohli’s 73rd
International century
across formats. He has 27

unusual bowling action in
some way a reason behind
the recurrence of the stress
fracture? Sourav replied:
“Fast bowling is not easy to
do. And bowling action isn’t
really a factor in the injury”

Talking about Rishabh
Pant, who's hospitalised in
Mumbai after a car accident
on December 30, Sourav
said being sidelined for a
long duration shouldn’t
affect the wicketkeeper-
batter much as he has age
on his side.

“He (Pant) will take

tons in Tests and one in
T20Is. Kohli raced to his
century in 80 balls before
departing on 113 off 87
balls (12x4, 1x6) in the 49th
over.

The former captain was
happy that his intent pro-
duced results. “I have come
fresh after the Bangladesh
tour where things didn’t
quite go according to plan
for me in the second half. I
was quite looking forward
to the home season,” Kohli
said later. “I had to bat
through the innings as I
always do, but still managed
a high strike-rate (129.88).1
am glad I could play accord-
ing to the tempo of the
game. Our intent has come
off, and we have ended up
with 370-plus instead of
340

At a venue where he

time to recover. You cannot
do anything in such cases.

“But he’s just 25. He
has got a lot of time,” Sourav
said. Sourav, though, made it
clear Pant wouldn’t be avail-
able for this year’s IPL.

In Pant’s absence, could
the Delhi Capitals captaincy
be handed over to senior
opener David Warner?
“Let’s see. I've been in touch
with them (Capitals) since
the auction itself. We'll
announce it in due course of
time,” Sourav, set to be
named the Capitals’ director

of cricket, stated.

Asked about Virat
Kohli’'s 113 against Sri
Lanka on Tuesday, Sourav
was ecstatic: “He played
brilliantly. Fantastic knock.”
The Cricket Association of
Bengal, meanwhile, will pay
tribute to Pele, who died on
December 29, during the
innings break of the second
ODI on Thursday. A
minute’s documentary, fea-
turing glimpses of the
Cosmos-Mohun Bagan
game at the Edenin 1977, in
which Pele had played.

happens, you (Surya) will
also experience it as you
play more and more now,
people look at you different-
ly. When Surya goes out to
play, people will say that
Surya will do it. To keep up
with it is an intense
process," he told his junior
colleague about the weight
of expectations that he has
carried for more than a
decade now. One only
realises the downside when
form deserts a player, said
Kohli. "When your cricket is
going well, all these things
flow well but whenever
there is a slight dip, in my
case, frustration started
creeping in because I want-

ed to play in a certain way
but my cricket was not
allowing me to play like
before." Kohli said that he
would like to build on his
good form having started
the new year with a hun-
dred. "I am just happy.. in
the last two years [ didn't
have such a start” Kohli
said. "It was the first match
of the year and I gota centu-
ry, so hopefully, I can build
on this because it is also a
World Cup year and there is
a big Test series coming
against Australia. "When
you score runs in any
match, it gives you confi-
dence. I am happy [ was able
to almost bat through the
innings, to give the team 20-
30 extra runs.

Odisha rolls out red car-
pet as hearts beat for
hockey World Cup

BHUBANESWAR : (AGENCY)

Bollywood stars, K-Pop per-
formance, and a growing
fervour for the sport — the
countdown has begun for
Odisha’s second successive
tryst with the men’s hockey
World Cup. On Tuesday,
the eve of the inaugural
ceremony in Cuttack,
Bhubaneswar residents
stood in long queues to sign

boards set up to cheer the #%
Indian team. The hosts

begin their campaign on
Friday, against Spain at the
Birsa Munda International
Hockey Stadium in
Rourkela, the largest all-
seater hockey stadium in
the country. Odisha chief
minister Naveen Patmaik, a
great lover of the game who
used to be the goalkeeper
of his school hockey team,
tweeted: “As hockey comes
home to Odisha, we cele-
brate the spirit of hockey
across the nation. With
people’s hearts in the
nation beating as one for
hockey, let’s all cheer for
India in one voice. Let the
passion for the game
spread to billions of hearts.”
The stage is surely set for

the passion to spread. All
schools across Odisha will
remain closed after 1pm on
Wednesday to allow stu-
dents to watch the inaugu-
ral ceremony at the
Barabati Stadium in Cuttack
on the TV. Present on the

ground will be members of
the participating teams,
Bollywood stars Ranveer
Singh and Disha Patani, and
Black Swan, a K-Pop band.
Patnaik will inaugurate the
World Cup with Ranveer
and Disha for company.
Union ministers will attend
too. “Those unable to watch
the ceremony at the stadi-
um can see the live telecast.
We have put up LED
screens at various locations
in the city. We are trying to
create a carnival-like
atmosphere,”’ Cuttack
mayor Subhash Chandra
Singh .

‘Fresh’ Virat KOhll tunes up with a ton

had hit a century (140 vs
West Indies) in the only ODI
held here four years ago, the
former India skipper rode
his luck to survive twice on
52 and 81.

“Luck is important, it
plays a part. I am grateful
for it, and bow my head and
accept it,” he said. Openers
Rohit Sharma (83) and
Shubman Gill laid the plat-
form with a 143-run stand

before Kohli took charge in
the middle overs. They
made sure that the criticism
for benching Ishan Kishan
and Suryakumar Yadav did-
n’t gain much credence.

In the Powerplay, both
the openers made the most
of the field restrictions.
Rohit got going with a gen-
tle drive straight down the
ground and Gill got a cut
through point in the second

over to signal his intentions.

Rohit then took on
Kasun Rajitha in the third
over with Gill hammering
Dilshan Madushanka for a
hattrick of boundaries in
the following over as India
raced to 35 in four overs.
The boundary spree contin-
ued as India put up 75 on
the board at the end of the
10over mark. They com-
pleted the century stand in
15 overs. Gill then cut loose
against Dunith Wellalage
and fetched three succes-
sive boundaries and Rohit
finished that over with a six
straight down the ground
Shanaka then ended the
stand as he trapped Gill leg-
before-wicket for 70. Kohli
raced to 18 off just 12 at the
outset and the dismissal of
Rohit at the other end had
no impact on him. India

ensured their run rate did-
n't dip as Shreyas lyer and
KL Rahul came up with
valuable contributions.
India already had 294
on the board at the 40th
overmark and 400 looked a
possibility with Hardik
Pandya and Axar Patel to
follow. However, Rajitha cut
short Rahul’s stay and
Hardik failed to fire. The dis-
missals had an impact and
India failed to get any
boundaries in the final two

overs.
The Indian bowlers
didn’'t disappoint with

Mohammad Siraj (2/30)
and Umran Malik (3/58)
being the star performers.
But it was the Lankan tail
that bothered India. While
India added 79 runs in the
last 10 overs with just 3
wickets down.
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Rs 936-crore penalty imposed by CCI

Google was fined over
Rs 2,200 crore in two
CCI rulings less than a
week apart in October,
marking a setback for
the tech titan in one of
the most promising
digital markets globally

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

In a setback to Google, the
National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
on Wednesday declined to
grant interim relief to the
tech giant seeking a stay on
competition watchdog CCI's
Rs 936.44-crore penalty on
it for abuse of dominant
position with respect to its
Play Store policies. The
appellate tribunal has
directed Google to deposit
10 per cent of the fine
before its registry in the

member bench comprising
Justice Rakesh Kumar and
Alok  Srivastava issued
notices to the Competition
Commission of India (CCI)
and other respondents and
posted the matter for hear-
ing on April 17, 2023.
Meanwhile, the Supreme

: 'I‘IX

agreed to hear a plea of
Google against a recent
order of NCLAT refusing an
interim stay on Rs 1,337
crore fine imposed by CCI
on the company for anti-
competitive practices in
relation to Android mobile
devices. A bench compris-

Chandrachud and Justice P
S Narasimha took note of
the submissions of senior
advocate A M Singhvi,
appearing for the US firm,
and said that it will list the
plea for hearing on Monday.

The senior lawyer said
that extraordinary direc-

the CCI and the order has to
be complied by January 19.

Last week, the NCLAT
had declined to stay a CCI
order, in which it had
slapped a penalty of Rs
1,337.76 crore on Google in
the Android mobile devices
case. The NCLAT had also
directed Google to deposit
10 per cent of the penalty
amount within three weeks.
It is pertinent to mention
here that back in October,
Google was fined over Rs
2,200 crore in two CCI rul-
ings (matters pertained to
Play Store policies and
Android mobile devices
ecosystem) less than a week
apart, dealing a blow to tech
titan in one of the most
promising digital markets
globally. On October 25, CCI
had imposed a penalty of Rs
936.44 crore on Google for

tion with respect to its Play
Store policies. The regulator
had also directed the com-
pany to cease and desist
from unfair business prac-
tices as well as carry out
various measures to
address the anti-competi-
tive issues within a defined
timeline. Google had subse-
quently said it is "pausing”
enforcement of the require-
ment for developers to use
Play's billing system for the
purchase of digital goods
and services for transac-
tions by users in India while
it reviews legal options, in
the aftermath of the recent
ruling by the CCL
"Following the CCI's recent
ruling, we are pausing
enforcement of the require-
ment for developers to use
Google Play's billing system
for the purchase of digital
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Direct tax collection grows
24.58 per cent to Rs 14.71
lakh crore till January 10

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The country's gross direct
tax collection rose 24.58 per
cent to Rs 14.71 lakh crore
till January 10 this fiscal
buoyed by an upsurge in
personal income tax mop-
up, the government data
showed on Wednesday.
After adjusting refunds, net
direct tax collection stood at
Rs 12.31 lakh crore, 19.55
per cent higher than the
net collections for the cor-
responding period of last
year.

The net collection is
86.68 per cent of the total
budget estimates of direct
taxes for the current fiscal
The Budget had estimated
direct tax collection at Rs
14.20 lakh crore this fiscal
On gross basis, collections
from corporate income tax
(CIT) grew 19.72 per cent,
while that for personal
income tax (PIT) increased
30.46 per cent. "The provi-
sional figures of direct tax
collections up to 10th

register steady growth.
Direct tax collections up to
10th January, 2023 show
that gross collections are at
Rs 14.71 lakh crore which is
24.58 per cent higher than
the gross collections for the
corresponding period of

last year;" the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) said
in a statement. After adjust-
ing refunds, the net growth
in CIT collections is 18.33
per cent and that in PIT
(including securities trans-
action tax) is 20.97 per cent.
Refunds amounting to Rs
2.40 lakh crore have been
issued between April 1,
2022, to January 10, 2023,
which are 58.74 per cent
higher than refunds issued
during the same period last

next four weeks. A two- Court on
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Tatas eye Wistron's
Bangalore plant

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

The Tatas are reportedly in discussions with Wistron
Corp to acquire a majority stake in the Taiwan compa-
ny’s Bangalore plant that manufactures Apple iPhones.
The talks between the two have been going on for
months, and a deal appears likely by March, Bloomberg
said. Both the parties are exploring tie-ups in a number
of areas, but the discussions are focussed on the Tatas
taking a majority stake in the Bangalore plant that will
make the conglomerate the first Indian entity to make
iPhones in the country. Wistron’s 2.2 million square feet
factory is located around 50 km east of Bangalore. If the
acquisition goes through, the Tata group will take over
all the eight iPhone lines as well as the plant’s 10,000
workers, includ-
ing 1,000 engi-
neers. Wistron —
which plans to
stop making
iPhones in India
— will continue
as a service part-

AEal ner for iPhones
in India. The Tatas also have a plant near Bangalore
where they makes iPhone components. There are
reports the Tatas will become an Apple franchisee by
opening 100 exclusive stores in the country.

Apart from Wistron, Foxconn and Pegatron manu-
factures Apple phones in India. Earlier, an Economic
Times report had said the Tatas will acquire the
Bangalore facility for a sum not more than Rs 5,000
crore. JP Morgan had said last year that Apple may make
one out of four iPhones in India by 2025 as the tech giant
shifts some production away from China because of the
Covid-19 lockdowns in that country. The brokerage pro-
jected Apple to shift close to 5 per cent of iPhone 14 pro-
duction to India by the end of 2022, and a quarter of all
Apple products will be manufactured outside China that
includes India. The National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) on Tuesday directed the listing of
petitions of local handset makers Micromax and
Karbonn, challenging the Competition Commission of
India (CCI) order against Google over Android mobile
devices, on January 12. The appellate tribunal would
decide “for admission” of their petitions in which both
have challenged the order of CCI, in which the fair trade
regulator has imposed a penalty on the global IT giant.

Meta, FADA join hands to
enable auto dealerships to

reach customers digitally
GREATER NOIDA : (AGENCY)

Social media platform Meta on Wednesday said it has
joined hands with Federation of Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA) to enable auto dealers across the
country to reach consumers digitally. The announce-
ment of the programme Move with Meta was made at
the Auto Expo 2023 here. It would upskill more than
3,000 auto dealers across the country to build a social
presence and digitise using Meta platforms, the social
media giant said. FADA, currently, represents 15,000
auto dealers across the country. With people increasing-
ly relying on digital touchpoints to decide on their auto-
mobile purchases, auto dealers have felt an urgent need
to become discoverable to customers online, it said
Meta platforms enable auto dealers to build a social pres-
ence through its key products, such as Stories, Reels,
Business messaging, and Facebook and WhatsApp
Groups.

It added that Facebook and Instagram also help auto
dealers with a more efficient model of lead generation
through hyperlocal outreach. Saugato Bhowmik,
Director - Auto, CPG, and D2C for Meta in India, said, "Our
platforms and products are well positioned to enable
rapid and efficient digital customer acquisition and cus-
tomer engagement for dealers in a hyperlocal manner".
Manish Raj Singhania, President of FADA, said Meta has
helped dealers create a social presence and generate
online leads with minimal investment. "With digital pen-
etration increasing, our endeavour is to help scale India's
auto dealers across geographies and demographics to
connect with customers online," he said. Participating in
a discussion on the initiative, Ranjivjit Singh - Chief
Growth Officer - Hero MotoCorp said the dealer digitisa-
tion initiatives by Meta in one stroke serve the con-
sumers, dealerships, and OEMs equally.

Supreme Court agrees to
hear plea of Google against
NCLAT order on January 16

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The Supreme Court on Wednesday agreed to hear a plea of
US tech giant Google against an order of the National
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) refusing an
interim stay on the competition regulator imposing a Rs
1,337 crore penalty on it. A bench comprising Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and Justice P S Narasimha took note of the
submissions of senior advocate A M Singhvi, appearing for
the US firm, and said that it will list the plea for hearing on
Monday. The senior lawyer said that extraordinary direc-
tions have been passed by the Competition Commission of
India (CCI) and the order has to be complied by January 19.
“There is no finding of abuse of dominance,” he said. The
NCLAT, on January 4, had refused an interim stay on an
order of the competition regulator imposing a Rs 1,337
crore penalty on Google and had asked it to deposit 10 per-
cent of the amount. The NCLAT admitted the search giant's
challenge to the CCI slapping a Rs 1,337.76 crore fine for
abusing the dominant position of its Android smartphone
operating system in the country. The CCI in October last
year had asked Google to allow smartphone users.

World Bank sees India's economic growth
slowing to 6.6 per cent in next fiscal

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

India's economic growth rate will slow
to 6.6 per cent in next financial year
from an expected 6.9 per cent in
2022-23, the World Bank said in its
latest economic update. India however
is expected to be the fastest growing
economy of the seven largest emerg-
ing-market and developing economies
(EMDESs), it said. The growth rate of
6.9 per cent in current fiscal year
(April 2022 to March 2023) compares
with 8.7 per cent in the previous year.
For 2024-25, the growth rate is pro-
jected at 6.1 per cent. "The slowdown
in the global economy and rising
uncertainty will weigh on export and
investment growth," it said. The gov-
ernment has increased infrastructure
spending and various business facili-
tation measures. However, it will

crowd-in private investment and sup-
port the expansion of manufacturing
capacity. "Growth is projected to slow,
to 6.6 per cent in FY2023/24 before
falling back toward its potential rate of
just above 6 per cent," it said. The GDP
expanded by 9.7 per cent on an annu-
al basis in the first half of fiscal year
2022-23, reflecting strong private con-
sumption and fixed investment
growth. Consumer inflation in most of
the last year was above the Reserve

Bank's upper tolerance limit of 6 per
cent, prompting the policy rate to be
raised by 2.25 percentage points
between May and December. India's
goods trade deficit has more than dou-
bled since 2019, and was USD 24 bil-
lion in November, with deficits for
crude petroleum and petroleum prod-
ucts (USD 7.6 billion) and other com-
modities (for example, ores and min-
erals at USD 4.2 billion) accounting for
the widening. The World Bank said
India used its international reserves
(at USD 550 billion in November; or 16
per cent of GDP) to curb excess
exchange rate volatility helping to
limit the rupee depreciation, and its
sovereign spread has remained
broadly stable at 1.4 per cent in
December, similar to average levels in
the five years before the pandemic.
"Monetary and fiscal tightening.

Rupee gains 18 paise to close
at 81.56 against US dollar

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

The rupee gained 18 paise to close at
81.56 (provisional) against the US dol-
lar on Wednesday, driven by foreign
inflows from bonds selling and overall
weakness in crude oil prices.
However, a muted trend in domestic
equities dented investor sentiments
and capped the sharp gains in the
rupee, traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 81.73 and touched an intra-
day high of 81.52 and a low of 81.82
against the greenback.

It finally ended at 81.56 (provi-
sional), registering a rise of 18 paise
over its previous close. On Tuesday,
the rupee settled at 81.74 against the
US dollar.

"Indian Rupee appreciated on
Wednesday extending gains of the
previous day on foreign inflows from
bonds selling..and overall weakness
in crude oil prices," said Anuj
Choudhary - Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP Paribas. However,
FII outflows and recovery in US Dollar
capped sharp gains. Choudhary fur-
ther noted that the dollar gained as
traders are adjusting their positions

ahead of US CPI inflation data. The dol-
lar also gained on safe-haven appeal
as the World Bank trimmed the 2023
global GDP forecast to 1.7 per cent cit-
ing the Russia-Ukraine conlflict, infla-
tion and higher interest rates as the
main reasons. "We expect the Rupee
to trade with a positive bias amid risk-
on sentiments and weak crude oil
prices. However, sustained outflows
by foreign investors may cap sharp
gains. Investors may remain cautious
ahead of inflation data from the US
and India on Thursday. USD/INR spot
price is expected to trade in a range of
Rs 81 to Rs 82," Choudhary said. The

dollar index, which gauges the green-
back's strength against a basket of six
currencies, advanced 0.06 per cent to
103.30. Global oil benchmark Brent
crude futures rose 0.42 per cent to
USD 80.44 per barrel On the domestic
equity market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 9.98 points or 0.02
per cent to end at 60,105.50, while the
broader NSE Nifty fell 18.45 points or
0.1 per cent to 17,895.70. Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs) were net
sellers in the capital market on
Tuesday as they offloaded shares
worth Rs 2,109.34 crore, according to
exchange data.

Markets end on flat note
in highly choppy trade

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

In a highly volatile trade,
equity benchmarks ended
on a flat note on Wednesday
amid unabated foreign
fund outflows and a weak
trend in index heavyweight
Reliance
Industries.
Continuing its pre-
vious day decline,
the 30-share BSE
Sensex dipped 9.98
points or 0.02 per
cent to settle at
60,105.50. During
the day, it declined
309.7 points or
0.51 per cent to 59,805.78.
The broader NSE Nifty skid-
ded 18.45 points or 0.10
per cent to end at
17,895.70. From the Sensex
pack, Bharti Airte],
Hindustan Unilever, Titan,
Reliance Industries, Nestle,
Indusind Bank, Bajaj
Finserv and NTPC were the
major laggards.

Sun Pharma, UltraTech
Cement, Tata Motors,
Larsen & Toubro, Tata
Consultancy Services, HDFC
Bank and Tata Motors were

among the winners. "The
biggest drag on the market
in the near-term is the sus-
tained selling by FIIs for 13
continuous sessions, which
has taken the cumulative
cash market selling to Rs
16,587 crore," said V K

Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
shares worth Rs 2,109.34
crore on Tuesday, accord-
ing to exchange data.
Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Seoul, Tokyo and
Hong Kong ended in the
green, while Shanghai set-
tled lower. Equity exchanges
in Europe were trading in
the positive territory in
mid-session deals.

Auto Expo 2023 opens; Suzuki Motor unveils concept electric SUV

The Concept eVXis a
mid-size electric SUV
concept designed and
developed by Suzuki
Motor Corporation,
Japan

GREATER NOIDA : (AGENCY)

India’s flagship motor show
Auto Expo 2023 kicked off
on Wednesday with the
global unveiling of Suzuki
Motor Corporation’s con-
cept electric SUV ‘eVX’
which is slated to hit the
market by 2025.

The company’s Indian
arm Maruti Suzuki India is
among the major manufac-
turers participating in the
show that has returned
after three years.

The Concept eVX is a
mid-size electric SUV con-
cept designed and devel-
oped by Suzuki Motor
Corporation (SMC), Japan.
It will be powered by a 60

kWh battery pack offering
up to 550 km of driving
range on single charge.

“We plan to bring it to
market by 2025. At the
Suzuki Group, addressing
global warming is a priori-
ty” SMC Representative
Director and President
Toshihiro Suzuki said here
at the expo while unveiling
the product.

Further, he said, “we
are promoting a range of
global measures to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions
generated from our busi-
ness. One key measure is
reducing CO2 emitted by
using our products. Here in
India, as announced in
March last year, we will
invest 100 billion rupees
(Rs 10,000 crore) in the
production of BEVs (Battery
Electric Vehicles) and their
batteries.” Maruti Suzuki is
also displaying its range of
eco-friendly products such

as WagonR Flex Fuel proto-
type, Brezza S-CNG and
Grand Vitara Intelligent
Electric Hybrid

“With specific empha-
sis on Aatma Nirbhar
Bharat, we have committed
ourselves to bring new
products, technologies,
investments and set up new
facilities in India. “We
believe in exploring a full
spectrum of technologies

like hybrids, CNG, bio-CNG,
ethanol and electric to sup-
port Government of India’s
twin objective of reducing
oil-import bill and Carbon
Net Zero by 2070,” Maruti
Suzuki India Ltd Managing
Director & CEO Hisashi
Takeuchi said.

He also said that the
approach towards electric
vehicles is holistic with scale
and localisation. Takeuchi

said the Concept eVX is
Suzuki’s first global strate-
gic electric vehicle and is
making its debut here in
India. “It brings exciting
urban SUV styling through
its sharp design language
and as a battery electric
vehicle it purposefully rein-
forces our commitment to
environment friendliness
and sustainability,” he added.

In all, Maruti Suzuki is
showcasing 16 vehicles at
the expo, including the
Grand Vitara, XL6, Ciaz,
Ertiga, Brezza, WagonR Flex
Fuel, Baleno, and Swift,
among others. The biennial
auto show that was origi-
nally scheduled to be held in
2022 was postponed to this
year due to COVID-19.
Some major manufacturers
such as Mahindra &
Mahindra, Skoda,
Volkswagen and Nissan
along with luxury car mak-
ers like Mercedes-Benz,

BMW and Audi are not par-
ticipating in this edition.

Also, the visibility of
main two-wheeler makers
such as Hero MotoCorp,
Bajaj Auto and TVS Motor
Co will be restricted to their
displays of flex fuel proto-
type vehicles at the Ethanol
pavilion. The likes of Maruti
Suzuki, Hyundai, Tata
Motors, Kia India, Toyota
Kirloskar and MG Motor
India will lead the tradition-
al automakers at the show
at Greater Noida (Uttar
Pradesh) that will withess
five global launches, and
launching and unveiling of
75 products. This edition of
the expo kicks off with
press days on January 11-
12 followed by general pub-
lic days from January 13-18.
There is a much larger par-
ticipation of newer startup
players, specially in the elec-
tric vehicles segment in this
edition.
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Beau Is Afraid, Gunther’s
Millions, School Spirits,
Gandhi Godse - Ek Yudh

The official trailer of surrealist comedy horror film Beau Is
Afraid has come out. Helmed by Ari Aster, who previously
directed horror classics such as Hereditary and
Midsommar, the film stars Academy Award-winner Joaquin
Phoenix in the lead role alongside Nathan Lane, Patt
LuPone, Amy Ryan, Kylie Rogers, Parker Posey, Stephen

McKinley Henderson and Hayley Squires. In the two-
minute-24-second-long trailer, we see a man suffering from
paranoia (Phoenix) tries to get home to his abusive moth-
er. It, however, appears that everything is taking place in
his head. The trailer for Netflix's documentary Gunther’s
Millions is out. The documentary follows the real-life story
of Gunther VI, a German shepherd who inherited all of his
owner’s wealth and became the world’s richest dog. The
synopsis read, “The 400 million dollar dog! For the last
three decades, the dog’s riches have been built into a vast
empire across two continents, including luxurious man-
sions, a glamorous entourage, and even a pop music group.
But as any good pup can tell you, it's always worth digging
a little deeper” PVR Pictures released the official trailer of
Rajkumar Santoshi’s upcoming political drama Gandhi-
Godse Ek Yudh on Wednesday. Deepak Antani will play the
role of Mahatma Gandhi and Chinmay Mandlekar will por-
tray Nathuram Godse in the movie. The film will also fea-
ture Arif Zakariya, Pawan Chopra, Tanisha Santoshi and
Anuj Saini in pivotal roles. The three-minute-10-second-
long trailer follows the ideological differences between
Nathuram Godse and Mahatma Gandhi. Set during 1947-
48, The film revolves around a fictional world where
Gandhi survives the attack and later meets Godse in prison.
The meeting leads to a fiery debate. (AGENCY)

Briefs News

Anshuman Jha and Ridhi
Dogra chat with on animal
vigilante film 'Lakadbaggha’

[t not only has an intriguingtitle but is also a rare Indian
animal vigilante film. Anshuman Jha and Ridhi Dogra star
in Lakadbaggha (meaning ‘hyena’ in Hindi), which releas-
es in theatres this Friday. Directed by Victor Mukherjee
and also starring Milind Soman and Paresh Pahuja,
Lakadbaggha screened at last month’s Kolkata
International Film Festival to much appreciation and has
been predominantly shot in the city. chatted with
Anshuman and Ridhi to know more about their film.
Anshuman Jha: 1
have really fond
| memories of the
city as a whole. The
food, the people... |
would visit the city
often as a kid. It's a
very difficult place
" to shoot in but we

g 44% had a lot of fun. It
was a blast working here. We shot at Park Street, College
Street, Victoria Memorial, Haritaki Bagan, Eco Park which
has the water body on the side.. we also shot at China
Town which is a very central component to the film. Ridhi
Dogra: Coming to Calcutta is always a dream. I love the
energy and it's one of the few places left in the country
that's brimming with culture and art. I had shot here
before for a television show, and over the years, I have
come here many times. The premise of an animal vigilante
film is very novel Was that your primary reason to do the
film? Anshuman: It's been a dream for me to do an action
film. But because of my size and the way I am, nobody has
ever thought of me as an action hero... Anshuman: Exactly!
We admire many things outside, but when it comes to put-
ting our neck out and doing things, we tend to fall back on
our comfort zones and set models... and that has happened
all through the years. (AGENCY)

Comedy Queen Bharti Singh
on motherhood and her
first show with children

Bharti Singh was back to work on the 12th day of becom-
ing a mother. And she was on stage till the day of her deliv-
ery. “Golla has taken part in many performancesin my
tummy:. If he grows up and demands his share of appear-
ance fees, mujhe teen-char show ke paise dene padenge,”
India’s bestknown comedienne states, with her tongue
firmly in cheek. The seven-month-old, whose eyes, accord-
ing to Bharti, are “like his father (TV writer Haarsh
Limbachiyaa)’s, but the rest of his body is like me”, is
prone to waking up in the middle of her mother’stelephon-
ic conversations. So, Bharti has tiptoed to the next room to
speak to The Telegraph about her current turn as the
anchor of Zee TV’s weekend singing reality show Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa Li'l Champs 9 (airing Saturdays and Sundays at
9pm). You were mentioning that kids look better rotund, so
you are happy that Golla has got your physique. Did you
ever try to reduce yourself or would that reduce your
comic appeal?

In between I had become slim. What is needed is to
stay fit. I don’t need to become slim and look hot. My hus-
band finds me hot this way. (laughs) [ am most comfortable
hosting with my husband. Then there is little responsibili-
ty on me. I give him all the tough lines and take the punch
lines myself. Bechara, what can he do? He is both the
writer and the husband.

You had mentioned somewhere that Haarsh comes
free if Bharti is taken on board. Ekdum. I ask Haarsh if he
doesn’t get upset when people say such things. He says it is
not as if people are cursing him. They say it out of love.
Sometimes I feel bad, but he does not. I have seen him per-
form alone in some shows like Khatra Khatra where he is
himself the writer. Even there he performs well Yes, of
course, the world knows him as Bharti’s husband.

Was he a writer and started performing only after you
two met? He has written shows like Comedy Circus,
Comedy Nights Bachao, Comedy Classics. But he was not a
stage person. Once Nach Baliye came our way, he did the
show thinking this would be the last. (AGENCY)

Following in the footsteps of
one’s father has just got a
new meaning. As far as con-
tinuing a legacy is con-
cerned, Aasmaan Bhardwaj
has written his name into
the annals of Hindi cinema
history with his first film.
There’s a delectable ring to
his debut feature, Kuttey,
seen in the light of his
father Vishal Bhardwaj’s
2009 film Kaminey.
Between father and son,
they have encapsulated the
ambience of Hindi film dia-
logues of an entire era. As
Kuttey gears up for release
on January 13, the young
filmmaker speaks about the
making of the film, the influ-
ences that have shaped him,
and what it means to be the
son of Vishal and Rekha
Bhardwaj. Aasmaan
Bhardwaj: I wrote it in col-
lege for my degree. It is one

of the most complex screen-
plays that I wrote as part of
my project. In the screen-
writing course, we had to
either write a screenplay
for a feature or a bible for a
show. I chose to write fea-
ture film screenplays.

Kuttey was the last one I
wrote. | had finished writ-
ing my scripts much before
my semester ended. Since I
was done with my thesis
project, | asked my teacher
if I could experiment and
work on a crazy structure of

ENTERTAINMENT

Aasmaan Bhardwaj on the making of Kuttey and
following in father Vishal Bhardwaj's footsteps

a screenplay. For the three
years preceding that, I had
done it according to the
screenplay act structure
that I was taught. I wanted
to do something out of the
box and my teacher gave
me the permission to do so.

Naatu Naatu composer M.M. Keeravani’s

5 Bo

Congratulations are pour-
ing in from all quarters for
composer M.M. Keeravani,
aka Kreem, after his Telugu
track Naatu Naatu from S.S.
Rajamouli’s RRR bagged
the Golden Globe Award
2023 for Best Original Song
in a Motion Picture. We
revisit five Bollywood hits
by the master composer
that continue to rule our
hearts.

Tu Mile Dil Khile from
Mahesh Bhatt's 1994 action
thriller Criminal is a roman-
tic melody that ticks all the
boxes of a signature 1990s
love song. Sung by Kumar
Sanu, Chitra and Alka
Yagnik, the evergreen
melody heavily borrows its
sound from Enigma’s Age of
Loneliness. Nagarjuna
Akkineni and Manisha
Koirala’s sizzling chemistry,
well supported by
Indeevar’s heartwarming
lyrics, made this song a
chartbuster.

Gali Mein Aaj Chand
Nikla from Mahesh Bhatt’s
Zakhm is a soft, lilting tune
with a sarangi prelude —
there is no major ornamen-
tation or ear-splitting
instrumentation. But it’s the
simplicity that steals your
heart and makes you fall in
love with the composition.
Alka Yagnik perfectly cap-
tures the earnestness of a
woman pining for her lover
and Anand Bakshi’s lyrics
reveal the pangs of her
loneliness. M.M. Keeravani

makes the humble tabla and
dhol the heroes of the
soundscape. When a film is
titled Sur: The Melody of
Life, it needs to pack in
some crackling melodies.
Composer M.M. Keeravani
delivers exactly that for this
A Star is Born (1976) style
musical helmed by Tanuja
Chandra. The most popular
track from the album, Aa
Bhi Ja, is sheer magic
thanks to the haunting
vocals by Lucky Ali and
Sunidhi Chauhan, comple-

mented by violin sounds.
While Sanjay Leela
Bhansali’s Devdas (2002)
introduced the voice of
Shreya Ghoshal to Indian
music lovers, it was her
songs in Amit Saxena’s
2003 thriller Jism that pro-
pelled her to the ranks of
musical royalty. The M.M.
Keeravani  composition
Jaadu Hai Nasha Hai brings
out the seduction and inno-
cence in Shreya’s voice that
rolls on unimpeded amidst
heavy drums. The song, pic-
turised on Bipasha Basuy,
took the nation by storm
upon the film’s release. M.M.
Keeravani breathes life into
Gulzar’s lyrics in this classi-
cal-based melody from
Amol Palekar’s Paheli. It
begins with Sonu Nigam's
hypnotic voice coming in
through like little waves lap-
ping the shore. The song
then undergoes a change in
tempo and reaches a
crescendo. (AGENCY)

That is how Kuttey started.
That’s the primary reason
why I chose this as my first
film. The screenplay is one
of my favourites. The story
is rather simple - three
groups on the trail of a van-
load of money. It is unique
in the way | have narrated it
- the visual treatment, the
background, the tone of the
actors. Since I am a writer
first, I hope that people like
the screenplay. The com-
plexity of the screenplay
should show in the film. I
am proud of my screenplay
and the way it is structured.
The legacy thing has hap-
pened as a byproduct. It
wasn'’t a conscious decision.
Both Kaminey and Kuttey
are essentially capers. At
this point my goal is to
make good films and tell
good stories and tell them
in my way, in my voice. That

is what I've learnt from my
dad He has drilled it into me
that appreciation, success
will come and go but what
will be remembered is the
film. That’s the only legacy I
want to work on. Aasmaan
Bhardwaj: My parents
never forced me. They have
always given me the free-
dom I wanted. Luckily for
me, [ was clear from a young
age that [ wanted to be a
filmmaker. | had gone on set
during the shooting of
Makdee and Magbool and I
loved it. When I was a child, |
loved hearing stories. I was
blessed with a strong imagi-
nation and could visualise
what I was hearing. It was
on the sets of Makdee that |
decided 1 wanted to be a
filmmaker. I used to roam
around with the production
designer of  Makdee.
(AGENCY)

Golden Globe 2023:
Steven Spielberg’s The Fabelmans
and Martin McDonagh'’s The
Banshees of Inisherin win big

Steven Spielberg won the
Best Director award for his
film The Fabelmans, which
also bagged the Best Movie
Drama Award at a star-
studded Golden Globe

Awards ceremony hel