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CRPF men held for ‘molesting’ schoolgirls

‘No one from BJP spoke in support’

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh police on
Wednesday identified two Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
personnel accused of molesting
schoolgirls during a cultural
programme last month and arrested
one of them.
Police said they arrested 31-year-old
Shamim Ahmed and sent a team to
Uttarakhand to arrest 34-year-old
Neeraj Kandwal, who hails from the hill
state and is on leave.
The alleged molestation took place in
a girls’ hostel on July 31 in the Maoist
stronghold of Dantewada during a
programme where the students were
supposed to tie rakhis to personnel.
After the programme — sponsored by
a private news channel — finished,
security personnel allegedly followed
the girls to the toilet and molested
them.
“The two accused have been identified
on the basis of photo identification of
around 254 CRPF personnel by 16
victims on Tuesday,” said Abhishek
Pallav, additional superintendent of
police (Dantewada).

CHANDIGARH: Haryana
bureaucrat VS Kundu lashed out
at the Bharatiya Janata Party on
Wednesday for
not “putting in a
word of regret”
after its Haryana
unit chief’s son
allegedly stalked
his daughter last
week.
Kundu’s daughter
was chased by
two suspects,
i n c l u d i n g
Haryana BJP
leader Subhash Barala’s son
Vikas, as she drove home shortly
after midnight on Friday. The case
has become a rallying point for
women’s rights activists and the
BJP’s rivals, who allege that
Chandigarh police may be going
soft on the suspects because they
belong to a powerful family.

Both have been suspended. HT had
reported on Monday that the
Chhattisgarh police launched an
investigation against unknown CRPF
personnel, a development that
triggered widespread outrage in a
region where security forces are often
accused of egregious human rights
violations.
The probe was launched after the
warden complained to the police.
Palnar, where the alleged incident took
place, is 25km away from the district
headquarters of Dantewada.
The incident came to light after activist
Himanshu Kumar wrote about it on
Facebook on Sunday.
Nearly 500 girls took part in the July 31
event to be telecast on the local news
channels, and tied rakhis to the
personnel.Based on the complaint, an
FIR was lodged under IPC section 354
(molestation) and relevant provisions
of the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act at the
Kuakonda police station.
Security forces taking on Maoists in
Chhattisgarh often face accusations of

rights violations, including sexual
violence.
Allegations of brutal rights violations in
Bijapur district two years ago earned
security forces the wrath of the
National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC).
In January, the NHRC stated in a
report there was prima facie evidence
that security forces raped and sexually
assaulted 16 tribal women during an
operation in October 2015 in Bijapur
district. The five-day operation was
reportedly carried out by state police
and the CRPF.
R e c e n t l y, C h h a t t i s g a r h p o l i c e
recruited 32 women to protect their
reputation and take the fight to Maoists
lording over pockets of Bastar. The 32
are constables who underwent
rigorous training as commandos in
Bijapur district, about 422km south of
state capital Raipur, in Bastar. They
will be the first batch of woman
commandos of Chhattisgarh police to
be deployed for operations in Bastar

“People from the IAS fraternity understand why they are diffident.
across the country have sent me It’s simply about politics for them,”
messages of support. People he said.
“ H o w e v e r, w e a r e
determined. Come what
may, we will not back off.
And that means even an
intervention by the
almighty.”
He said on the contrary,
Krishan Dhull, a BJP
worker, sought to broker a
deal later that night.
“Dhull, who provided surety
for Vikas and bailed him
out, insisted I speak to
cutting across party affiliations Subhash Barala. I told him he
have expressed their support. I should be ashamed of pleading
a m g r a t e f u l t o t h e m f o r their case. I refused to speak to
understanding our concern and Barala at Dhull’s insistence and
agony. But not a single person told him that it did not matter
from the BJP approached us or whose son Vikas is. I told him that
cared to send a message... That he (Subhash Barala) needed to
hurts. If those affiliated to the come to my place with this plea,”
ruling BJP are hesitant to even put the bureaucrat said.
in a word of regret, one can

RS poll win shot in the arm for Cong but
India’s age-old values are breaking down, bigger battle remains
says Ansari
NEW DELHI: Outgoing VicePresident Hamid Ansari has said
India’s age-old values are breaking
down and the ambience of
acceptance is now under threat.
“Breakdown of Indian values,
breakdown of ability of authorities at
different levels in different places to
be able to enforce what should be
normal law enforcing work and over
all, the very fact that Indianness of any
citizen is being questioned is a
disturbing thought,” he said in his
parting interview to Rajya Sabha TV.
Talking to journalist Karan Thapar,
Ansari said he had shared his
apprehensions with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other cabinet
ministers.
But he refused to divulge details of

their interaction on the plank that assessment to say the Muslim
“what passes between the Vice community was feeling insecure.
President and the Prime Minister in Ansari maintained that triple talaq was
a social aberration and the
reform had to come from within
the community. “The religious
requirement is crystal clear,
emphatic; there are no two
views about it but patriarchy,
social customs has all crept
into it to create a situation
which is highly undesirable.”
Former Union minister
Venkaiah Naidu has been
the nature of things must remain in the
elected as his successor and Ansari
domain of privileged conversation”.
believes there is no reason why the
Although he ruled out the possibility of
Opposition will not get a fair deal
Indian Muslims getting influenced by
under Naidu’s chairmanship.
ISI and other such elements, he
mentioned that it would be a correct

NCERT launches web portal to ease supply
of textbooks
NEW DELHI: The National Council of
Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) launched a web portal on
Wednesday that will enable schools to
place orders for their books online.
Very soon, individual buyers will also
be able to place their orders by logging
onto the portal and books will be
delivered at their doorstep.
“The move will help parents save
money spent on sourcing expensive
books from private publishers, often
due to nonavailability of NCERT
books. We are not making NCERT
books compulsory, but we will ensure
they are available to students,” said
Anil Swarup, school education
s e c r e t a r y, h u m a n r e s o u r c e
development (HRD) ministry.
Officials said NCERT was also
exploring the option of having Flipkart
and Amazon host its books and deliver

them too to streamline the process
further.
“Amazon had approached us and
talks are on with them and others too.
A final decision will be taken soon,”
said a senior official.
E-commerce sites, which deliver
general books free of cost, levy steep
delivery charges on NCERT books.
Officials said work on the payment
gateway is underway, which will allow
individuals to order books and make
the payment. HT had first reported
about the NCERT online portal on
June 11.
The Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), which has over
19,000 schools affiliated to it, has sent
a letter to them, asking them to register
and place their demands for the
academic session 2018-19. They
have been given time till September 8

AHMEDABAD: The hard-fought
victory of Congress heavyweight
Ahmed Patel in the most dramatic
Rajya Sabha poll in recent
memory has breathed fresh life
into the otherwise crumbling
Gujarat Congress
months before the state
goes to electio. The win
is set to raise the stakes
dramatically in the
December assembly
elections, given that
BJP president Amit
Shah has already set an
ambitious target of 150plus seats in the 182member House. And to
achieve it, the BJP may
now have to bank on
Congress turncoats.
“I am happy. I would like to thank
the Congress MLAs. We will fight
assembly elections with the same
enthusiasm and resolve,” Patel
said after pulling off an unlikely
midnight victory.
The Congress had 57 MLAs till a
fortnight ago but could manage
the votes of just 43 in Tuesday’s
polling, thanks to a spate of
resignations and cross-voting.
However, the fact that the party
managed to keep its flock of loyal
MLAs together amid “attempts of
horse-trading” reflects that the
party has emerged as a united
house just in time.
Rebel MLA and former chief

to submit the requirement.
“On the basis of indent placed by
affiliated schools on NCERT portal,
the council will supply textbooks for all
classes through its empanelled
distribution vendors spread over
across the country. Heads of the
schools may raise one time
requirements of books to enable
NCERT to make appropriate planning
for printing of books,” said CBSE
chairman RK Chaturvedi. The portal
was launched by minister of state for
HRD Upendra Kushwaha.
It has also been decided that CBSE
will not publish any book from now on.
The books that will be published for
next year will carry all the corrections,
updations and additions, including SRINAGAR: Three militants were
killed in an encounter in south
chapters on note ban and GST.
Kashmir, while a civilian died as
forces fired bullets and pellets to
q u e l l
protests that
erupted
terrorism especially in northern region near the site
o f
t h e
of the country.
He said the biggest challenge that the g u n b a t t l e
n
country is facing is from terrorism and o
left-wing extremism. It is Wednesday
important that the country .
should fight terror with one “ T h r e e
policy and one voice., he said. militants of
Stressing that there should be Z a k i r
“separation of powers” M u s a ’ s
between the judiciary and the group were
legislature to avoid friction, he killed in a
said, “… the two institutions g u n f i g h t
should conduct themselves in that broke
such a way that the lakshman out between
rekha between them is security forces and militants in
Gulab Bagh village of south
maintained.”
India has made improvement Kashmir ’s Pulwama district
after 1991, and people’s living today,” a police spokesperson
standard has also improved, but the said. Musa is said to be the chief of
country has still “a long way to go”. “A a new al-Qaeda faction in the
section is still below the poverty line. Valley.
We need resources to fight poverty, Civilian Mohammad Yunus, 17,
for defence, social infrastructure
especially health and education and
to improve rural living standards. We
should resolve on this historic day to
make the country strong, just and
progressive,” he said.

minister Shankersing Vaghela,
six of his loyalists and Sanand
legislator Karmshi Patel —
among the 42 MLAs taken to
Bengaluru — cross-voted. But
this did not prove enough for the

BJP to topple Patel.
And with the exit of the Vaghela
faction, which chose to part ways
by cross-voting in the presidential
elections in July, the Congress is
now calling itself a “united house”.
“We are united. The BJP’s tactics
could not break us,” said
Congress spokesperson
Shaktisinh Gohil. But unity has
come at a price. The party has lost
the support of 13 MLAs since the
exit of Vaghela on July 21. And the
Congress’ loss is BJP’s gain.
The BJP will still go to the
assembly elections with an edge
over the Congress. This is despite
the fact the election will be the first
since Narendra Modi moved to

3 militants of Zakir Musa group, civilian
killed in Tral encounter
was hit by a pellet shell during
protests near the encounter site
and was brought dead to
Srinagar’s SMHS hospital, a

‘Indian forces strong to meet challenges’
NEWDELHI:Defence minister Arun
Jaitley on Wednesday said the Indian
military is fully capable of staving off
any challenge to the country’s
sovereignty, at a time
when India and China
are locked in a border
stand-off at Doklam
near the Sikkim
border.
Initiating the special
debate in Rajya
Sabha to mark the
75th anniversary of
Quit India movement,
Jaitley said the
country learnt a
lesson from the 1962
war and the effect of
that lesson was that we strengthened
our capabilities progressively as was
evident in 1965 and 1971. Jaitley also
stressed the need for the judiciary and
the legislature to work separately
without interfering in each other’s
jurisdiction.
Jaitley said, “I agree that some
challenges are still there. Some
people are targeting our country’s
sovereignty and integrity. But I am fully

confident that our brave soldiers have
capability to keep our country secure,
may it be challenges on the eastern or
the western border.”

Referring to the occupation of parts of
Jammu and Kashmir by Pakistan,
Jaitley said, “Initially we faced a crisis.
Our neighbour had an eye on
Kashmir. Even today, we cannot
forget that a part of the country has got
separated. It is a wish of every Indian
today as to how to retrieve that part,”
he said. Jaitley said people from
across the border and also some
people within the country who have
taken to arms, are trying to spread

Elephant kills one more, toll rises to 11
RANCHI : The rogue Bihar tusker that Nagar Bhita village under Mandro protect their lives but Kaiya Paharin,
has unleashed terror in
60, who was hearing
neighbouring state Jharkhand
impaired, could not hear the
claimed one more life taking the toll
screaming of the villagers
to 11 in the past four months.
and was trampled to death by
The fresh casualty is a member of
the elephant, forest officials
particularly vulnerable tribal group
said.
from Sahebganj district. The tusker
“The village of 24 families
had killed four persons in Bihar
was evacuated on
before it crossed over into
Wednesday morning. They
Jharkhand.
have been shifted to a
Wildlife experts said this was the
primary school in a nearby
only wild elephant in the country that
Kalajhar village. They will be
has alone killed 15 persons. They
kept in the school till the
said sexual desire and frustration of
elephant leaves the village,”
loneliness might have turned it into
said MK Singh, conservator
a human killer.
of forest.
block on Tuesday evening. PanicThe jumbo entered Sahebganj’s stricken villagers ran helter-skelter to
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Delhi as Prime Minister in 2014.
The Congress will also miss its
master strategist Vaghela, who is
known to play his cards close to
the chest and is yet to announce
his next move.
On the other hand, six other
Congress MLAs who
resigned days ahead of the
RS polls are expected to help
the saffron party win back
various sections of society
such as Patidars, tribal and
farmers with whom the BJP
has of late been trying to
revive its equations. Three of
them have already joined the
BJP and many others are
likely to follow suit. Despite
the win, Congress had to
scout for every single vote.
“I asked the Congress so many
times not to put the reputation of
Ahmed Patel at stake because
this RS election will have an
impact on other state as well as
national elections. But the party is
not paying heed even to its
MLAs,” said Vaghela.
Tejshree Patel and Prahlad Patel,
who joined the BJP along with
Balwatsinh Rajput, represent
North Gujarat – a Congress
stronghold and the epicentre of
the Patidar agitation. The stir by
Patidars is seen as a bigger
roadblock than the Congress for
the party in its bid to win for the
fifth consecutive time.
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senior doctor at the hospital said.
“Post encounter, a huge mob
pelted stones upon a camp.
During law & order situation, one
person sustained pellet injuries
and later succumbed to his
injuries,” the police statement
said.

The slain militants have been
identified as Zahid Ahmad Bhat,
Mohammad Ishaq Bhat and
Mohammad Ashraf Dar. “Two AK
47 rifles and one
pistol were seized
from the encounter
s i t e , ”
t h e
spokesperson said.
The spokesman
added that Ishaq and
Zahid were involved
in multiple cases of
firing and hurling
grenades upon
forces. Ishaq was
involved in a case of
firing upon a
policeman and
capturing on video
the torture of some
Special Police
Officers on gunpoint.
Meanwhile, the Hizbul
Mujahedeen issued a statement
to local news agency KNS, paying
tributes to the militants and
appealing those “companions,
who have gone astray” to return to
the organisation.

AIADMK
INCHES
TOWARDS
MERGER

CHENNAI: Despite AIADMK
deputy general secretary TTV
Dinakaran’s efforts, chief
minister Edapaddi Palanisami
and his faction has accelerated
the move to merge the two
factions of the party. According to
highly placed sources in the
AIADMK, EPS group is closer to
merger.
As per the formula being worked
out, OPS will be the interim
general secretary of the unified
AIADMK till the Election
Commission decides on the
validity of appointment of VK
Sasikala as the party chief.
Sources said that OPS was
agreeable to the formula that
gives at least three ministerial
berths to his faction MLAs.
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