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Sustainable development is key agenda
for Ghaziabad, says DM Ritu Maheshwari

W

idely recognized
and praised for her
extraordinary efforts in efficiently managing
the administration, the
Ghaziabad District Magistrate
Ritu Maheshwari within a
short span of time has
brought transmogrifying effects in the district.
She is not only managing
the DM’s office here, but has
also walked the extra mile to
handling the hefty task as
Vice-Chairperson of the
Ghaziabad Development Authority (GDA).
Ritu Maheshwari, a 2003
batch IAS officer of Uttar
Pradesh Cadre, made visible
changes in this vibrant city.
Her action to ensure encroachment free Ghaziabad
has been widely applauded.
Her innovative methods to
check power theft during her
previous stint with the Electricity department has been
widely appreciated.
Before coming to Ghaziabad, Maheshwari served as
the vice chairperson of the
Agra development authority.
Earlier, she had also served as
director, medical education /
health & family welfare and
also held the post of district
magistrate in JP Nagar,
Ghazipur, Pilibhit and Shahjahanpur. She also served as
vice-chairperson of the
Meerut development authority, besides holding the chair
of
joint
commissioner
(Meerut).
In a country where power
loss due to illegal tapping is on
a high roll, Maheshwari’s efforts re-iterate the need for
digitization of power. Maheshwari, whose story was
filed in 2014 Bollywood movie
‘Katiyabaaz’, was one of the
leading torch bearers of the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s efforts to help out lossincurring state power departments.
Identifying her dedicated

and rigorous works, Top
Story Editor Praveen
Attre and Associate Editor Santosh Sharma,
spoke to Ritu Maheshwari exclusively, to get insights of her future plans for
the districts. Maheshwari has
said that the sustainable development of Ghaziabad with
special emphasis on cleanliness and greenery is her key
focus.
Excerpts from the interview:
You are the District
Magistrate as well as
Vice-Chairperson
of
GDA, what are the major
challenges you are facing, while handling two
bodies?
There are scores of challenges in Ghaziabad district.
Crime remains a major challenge and to controlling them
remains the top most priority
of the administration. Further
being neighboring district to
the national capital, managing daily traffic remains another major issues. Similarly,
in Ghaziabad industrial areas,
where industries are mushrooming, land acquisitions
and farmers issues is also a
challenge. Further with high
population density, maintain
cleanliness and greenery in
the district is another challenge for us.
When you joined
Ghaziabad administration and later assured as
a clean and green city,
what are the steps you
have taken in this regards?
I had tried to make a clean
and green city, and we are
working hard to provide best
facilities to the Ghaziabad
people. I can say a lots of work
have happed in the last 7-8
months, that’s creates Ghaziabad is the fastest developing
city and it stood 35 position in
cleanness and greenness from
350 spot as surveyed by the

government of India. We
have started door-to-door
garbage collections, night
cleaning. Plantations have
been identified in major areas
all the major entry and end of
the exit city. We have started
special campaign ‘Swachta se
Samridhi ki Aur mera Ghaziabad’. With the help of Nagar
Nigam, Ghaziabad Development Authority, government
agencies, private bodies, and
forest department and the
participants of residents, we
have planned 2.5 lakh plantations this year. Solid waste
management is pending, lots
of things to be on ground and
there are must more to be
done. We have been organizing ‘Kachra Samadhan Mahotsav’ in different parts of
the city. Mahotsav will instill
awareness among the people
without whom no waste management and recycling programme can be undertaken.
It will help the visitors to hone

their knowledge on various
aspects of waste management
and recycling that they can
further put to use practically.
What are the new projects in pipeline that will
further
modify
the
Ghaziabad?
The most important project
is elevated road which is being
already opened. As far for the
betterment of Ghaziabad people opening of eastern phepherial expressway corridors,
lots of congestation to be done
to manage traffic. Metro second phase is going and expected to complete by
September this year.
The proposed extension
from Sector 62 to Sahibabad
spans 5.11km on an elevated
section with four stations in
Ghaziabad — Vaibhav Khand,
Indirapuram, Shakti Khand
and Sector 5 of Vasundhara.
The extension is estimated to
cost Rs1,926 crore. This will
largely cater to commuters

moving from Ghaziabad city,
Rajendra Nagar, Sahibabad,
Vasundhara and Indirapuram towards Noida.
The second extension is
proposed on a 5.06km elevated corridor from Vaishali
to Mohan Nagar and is expected to cost Rs 1,785 crore.
This route will be an extension of the Anand Vihar to
Vaishali route, which is already operational. The extension will have four proposed
stations at Prahlad Garhi,
Sector 14 of Vasundhara,
Sahibabad and Mohan Nagar.
There are small projects
like developing of parks, old
plantations, developing birds
watching places, traffic management schemes, lighting
and sound show, pollution for
IIT Roorkee and other works
are on various stages. “We
have also proposed in the real
estate sector with majority investments coming in from
private developers in the form

and poor are extremely worried.
Samajwadi Party's senior
leader Jagat Chaudhary described the current situation
as horrific and demanded to
cut the price with immediate
effect. After this, Congress
Party's metropolitan president Mukesh Yadav described the drastic increase
in the cost of petrol diesel
as cruel joke with the common public. Party's metropolitan spokesman Pawan
Sharma said that when elections were held in Karnataka,
then the price of oil was not
increased for 19 days. This
was done only to win elections by fooling the public.
After that, the central government has continued to
loot the common people by
increasing the price.

Chandigarh
There was no let up in the heat wave conditions in Haryana and Punjab on Thursday, with Hisar once again recording the
highest temperature of 45.6 degrees Celsius.
Haryana's Hisar district was the hottest
place in the two states and its maximum
temperature was four degrees above the
normal, a report by the India Meteorological Department (IMD) said.
Among other places in Haryana, Narnaul recorded a high of 44.5 degrees Celsius, three notches above the normal.
Bhiwani too sizzled at 43.4 degrees Celsius.
Karnal and Ambala sweltered as the
mercury touched 42 and 42.6 degrees Celsius respectively, four degrees above the
normal for both.
In Punjab, Patiala and Ludhiana had a
hot day at 43.1 and 42.6 degrees Celsius respectively, while Amritsar recorded a high
of 41.8 degrees Celsius.
Chandigarh, the common capital of the
two states, recorded a maximum temperature of 41.8 degrees Celsius, four degrees
above the normal.

Fuel price hike: Cong-SP protest
at city magistrate office in Noida

A

Staff Reporter
Noida
s a mark of protest
against the fuel price
rise, Samajwadi and
Congress party workers on
Thursday staged protest at
city magistrate office in Noida. Later they submitted a
memorandum to the President. Prior to this, both the
parties brought out rallies
and procession. The SP party
workers raised bike whereas
the Congress party workers
put a bike in a bullock cart
and travelled in the city to
mark the protest against the
increasing fuel prices.
The SP party workers gathered at the telephone exchange located in Sector –
19 in the morning as per the
scheduled program and
reached city magistrate office

The SP party workers raised bike whereas the
Congress party workers put a bike in a bullock
cart and travelled in the city to mark the protest
against the increasing fuel prices.
n

with a procession. The SP
party workers held protest
and shouted slogans against
the central government there.
Addressing on the occasion, state general secretary
of SP Majdoor Sabha, Devendra Singh Awana said
that when curd oil price was
106.85 dollar per barrel in
May 2014 then petrol price
was Rs 71.41 and diesel price
was Rs 56.41 rupees and
then BJP was in opposition
and had made it electoral issue. The BJP had given slogan ‘Bahot hui tel ki maar,
abki baar Modi sarkar.’
Awana questioned where
Modi government’s claim to

reduce price is? Instead of
giving relief to the common
public, the central government has increased the excise
duty from Rs 9 to Rs 19 rupees. In some BJP-ruled
states, 40 percent of the VAT
is being charged. He alleged
that the BJP government at
the center is less focused on
the problems of the public
and giving more attention
on winning elections.
Former metropolitan
spokesperson of the Samajwadi Party Raghuvendra
Dubey said that with the increase in oil prices, prices of
the commodities are also increasing rapidly. Farmers

CRPF-IIM, Rohtak signs MoU to equip
officers with managerial competence

TSN/New Delhi
In a bid to make its trainee officers future-ready, CRPF on
Thursday signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the Indian Institute of
Management (IIM), Rohtak
for a certificate program in
business management. The
MoU was signed between Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, DG, CRPF
and Prof. Dheeraj Sharma, Director, IIM, Rohtak at the
CRPF headquarters in New
Delhi. Senior officers of the
force were present on this occasion.
Speaking at the event, Bhatnagar said that a closed organization can never prosper in
the modern era which is wit-

nessing rapid changes in different sectors. CRPF being a
force which faces the toughest
of challenges in maintaining
the internal security of the
country, needs to cope with the
time by taking an outside view
of things as well. He said that
the MoU on the certificate Program in business management for the trainee officers
will go a long way in equipping
them with a whole gamut of
managerial skills ranging from
resource management, stress
management, financial management to logistics and inventory
management.
Terming this novel endeavour
a ‘great start’, Bhatnagar expressed the hope that such

managerial value-addition will
help upkeep the motivational
level of the officers in adverse
circumstances. Sharma too
dwelt on the need for managerial skill up-gradation of the officers of this massive and
mobile Force. He said that the
course has been designed
keeping in mind the managerial need of the officers that includes emotional intelligence,
coping mechanism et al.
The certificate program in
management designed by the
IIM, Rohtak will be delivered
to the trainee officers of the
CRPF through a variety of
well-conceptualized pedagogy
package spanning over a period of six months.
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of group housing projects, affordable housing projects,
‘Pradhan Mantri Avas Yojna’,
malls, schools, hotels, etc. We
also have proposals from the
industries department as
Ghaziabad is also a major industrial hub. The projects
proposed by the GDA are located in Raj Nagar Extension,
Indirapuram, NH-24, Koyal
Enclave and Indraprastha
housing scheme areas.
There has been mushrooming of illegal encroachment
in
Ghaziabad, what actions
you have taken contain
them?
We are taking necessary actions on illegal encroachment,
when we find we take action
on them. We freed around Rs
1400 crore land has been vacated in the last 6-7 months.
We have lodged six complaints for filing FIRs against
encroachers who have taken
over nearly 30,210 square

No let up in heat
wave conditions in
Haryana, Punjab

metres of land worth Rs
126.65 crore. This is the first
action against land mafias by
the authority. We had earlier
identified nearly 54.31
hectares of authority land that
has been encroached upon.
The authority has identified
and named nearly a dozen
persons in the six FIRs.
According to official
records, of the 54.31 hectares
that has been encroached
upon, nearly 21.38 hectares is
caught up in litigation. Of the
remaining 32.93 hectares,
4.31 hectares has been freed
up until now and the six FIRs
were lodged in this connection.
Talking about vending
zone, where a space is
being provided to relocate the roadside vendors. How it is helpful
and what about the development plans?
It is a government land
where around 20-30 thousand vendors can be relocated
in 7-8 pockets in different
parts of the city. We have already relocates 3000-4000
vendors for vendor space. We
are developing on the public
private partnership models
and we will decongest the city
and proper amenities would
be provided for their livelihood.
We have identified four locations in Indirapuram to set
up vending zones to accommodate hawkers and vendors
that at present encroach upon
streets and roads in the township.
Around 1,000 street vendors have been identified for
whom alternate space will be
provided within the township.
Though we have identified
1,000 vendors we have identified space that can accommodate over 1,100 vendors.
Four vacant parcels of land in
Indirapuram will be used for
setting up the vending zones.
The green belt in Shakti

Khand 4, running parallel to
the Hindon Canal, which had
recently been cleared of illegally operating banquet halls
and farm houses is one of the
four locations set up for vending zones. An 800 sqm plot of
land near Shanti Gopal Hospital in Ahimsa Khand 2 is another plot identified for a
vending zone. In addition,
two parcels of land near the
sewage treatment plant along
CISF-Vasundhara Road will
also be used to accommodate
vendors. A total of 500 vendors will be accommodated
separately on the two vending
zones near the STP.
You have taken a great
initiative to stop power
theft in Kanpur, what
was the action and how
far it was successful?
We have taken strict action
against the people who is
using using illegally power
theft. FIRs have been registered against the persons who
are misusing the electricity.
We had instructed the power
corporation officials to fulfil
the objective of providing 100
percent power supply in rural
and urban areas of Ghaziabad. We have organized to
publicise the programme of
the government to provide
electricity to every home and
for this purpose assistance at
the local level starting from
Gram Pradhans, councillors
and others should be taken.
We have also distribute LED
bulbs at these many places.
Ghaziabad is the first district
where is 100 percent electric
supply happened.
The DM also inspected
data on line losses and said
that these should be curbed.
Those employees who fulfil
the conditions of recovering
highest revenue and minimizing line losses would be rewarded, the DM remarked.
She also asked the officials to
put an end to power thefts.

